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BACCALAUREATE DISCOURSE: 
•873. 

STRENGTH OF THE INWARD MAN. 



Second Cor. IV. ch. 16 v. ; — but though our out- 
ward MAN PERISH, YET THE INWARD MAN IS RENEWED 
DAY BY DAY. 

There are certain laws by which the changes and de- 
velopments of all living beings are controlled ; beyond 
which they cannot pass ; in conflict with which, there is 
to them certain defeat and premature death. 

It may be said, indeed, that every particle of matter 
in the universe, is under the dominion of law, so that 
every change upon the earth or in the heavens — between 
atoms and planets — is a change according to a fixed 
order ; and that all the forces of the universe are pledged 
that that change and no other, shall then and there oc- 
cur. 

Does a bird wing its way through the air ? It is 
poised in all its course by unseen chains that link it to 
every star ; and the course it must take and the force it 
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THE INWARD MAN. 7 

it is obscured by the complexity of change, and the time 
required to complete the cycles of organic development. 
The connection of cause and effect is here subtile ; in 
fact, in the development of organic beings, there pre- 
vails a law that seems to reverse the attractions and af- 
finities of matter, and brings ultimate death to every liv- 
ing thing by the very process of its growth. That law 
was established of old ; and from it one jot or one tittle 
has not passed away. It was only after the primeval 
fires had ceased to burn that organic beings could appear 
upon the globe ; but in all the long ages of geologic suc- 
cession, they came in form and habit fitted for the con- 
dition in which they were to live. They seemed to tri- 
umph for a time, but death swept the races from the 
earth, ^nd the deep strata of our mountains are monu- 
ments of its successive victories. 

Every organic being starts with the appearance of ever- 
lasting life. It is the record of the past alone that gives 
to the strength of youth the certain prophecy of decay 
and death. # * * # * 

He, who had only seen the grass and flowers springing 
from the earth in the beauty of early summer, would 
never suspect that by an unalterable law of growth, they 
would f3,de and die. To one who had only seen man- 
hood in its prime, what intimation would there be, that the 
form should bend and weaken by age, till its fountains of 
life sealed up, the body should perish and be changed to 
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8 STRENGTH AND STABILITY, 

dust ? And yet these changes are as certain as the move- 
ments of the stars — they are uncertain, only in the time of 
their accomplishment. 

Since it is true that every one of the lower orders of 
life has been, since the foundations of the earth were 
laid, and is now, subject to the inexorable law of death, 
and since all the generations of men have yielded to this 
same law — what is there in all the voices of nature, what 
is there in the constitution of man himself, what voice is 
there from all the realm of the dead, to declare that man 
is in any respect an exception to this universal reign of 
death ? He is put on trial by those who claim all wisdom 
and all science. His origin is declared to be from the 
beasts that have perished, his claim to a nature and a life, 
distinct from these physical bodies, a lingering remnant 
of his early barbaric superstition. We must not shrink 
from a fair trial, nor be misled by any fancied superiority 
of man over the lower orders of creation. Let us grant 
him all he can claim as ruler of the earth, but let us not 
mistake or deny his true relation to physical law. At first 
thought, we seem to have in man the great antagonism to 
the world of matter. Not content, like the animals, to 
rise above physical force and conditions, by the means 
which Nature furnishes ready at hand, he pierces her 
mountains for coal and iron, that he may fight her forces 
with her own hidden enginery ; nay, more than this, he 
impresses the forces of nature themselves, gravitation, co- 
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THE INWARD MAN. 9 

hesion, the lightning, and the fire, and sets them in battle 
array against each other, to accomplish his designs. Just 
in proportion as he rises in knowledge does he seem to 
emancipate himself from the dominion of mere physical 
law, through the agency of his intellectual power, com- 
bining and controlling the forces of nature. Mark the 
triumphs he has achieved. He crosses the ocean against 
wind and wave, and he whispers with the lightning's flash 
along its bed. He levels the mountains, and brings the 
ends of the earth together. He passes from zone to zone 
and seeks the tlimate he desires. Even the fruits of the 
earth become plastic in his hands. They lose their 
poisons and develop into choicest kinds under his 
cultivation. 

But let us not be deceived by this marvellous display 
of power. At the very moment when man seems to rise 
above the laws of nature, we find them as unyielding as 
before, and him as much within their power as the 
humblest plant or the meanest clod on the globe. Cast 
him from a precipice and he falls by the same law of 
motion as the boulder of granite. He is as dependent 
upon air and water as the rush and flag. The cold will 
seal up the fountains of life, poison will kill and old age 
will weaken and destroy. Within certain limits, at least, 
his whole physical nature is in the iron grasp of the 
physical laws of this universe. He is in a prison house, 
walled round by fate, bound by chains that never yield. 



Digitized by 



Google 



lo STRENGTH AND STABILITY. 

Any freedom from this necessity of physical conditions, 
any triumph over physical law, is only in appearance and 
never in reality ; it is a delusion in which we indulge be- 
cause we fail to discern the secret movement of the forces 
that ever hold us in their grasp, and are moving us on 
their own unyielding course, with the certainty of gravita- 
tion. Man is master among these forces only when he is 
obedient to them. He puts condition against condition, 
force against force, and thus controls the time and place 
for their action. This is a great power, and in it is shown 
the dominion granted to man in the mornifag of creation. 
But in this dominion that comes to him through his 
higher nature, that comprehends these forces and their 
relations, how utterly dependent he is upon conditions ! 
In the moment of his greatest triumph, he is a slave to 
the laws of the physical world, and not one of them can 
he transgress without a penalty — the penalty of utter 
failure if not death itself. 

Give him wood and iron, and he will build a ship. 
Give him the magnetic needle and he will guide it. Give 
him the metals and the gums, the conductors and the 
non-conductors and chemicals and chemical affinity, and 
he will make batteries and telegraphs. Without all these 
he is powerless. Put him alone, upon a barren rock in 
mid ocean, and you shall see how poor and powerless a 
thing man is when left to his own resources. Place him 
again among all the appliances of civilization, let him 
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THE INWARD MAN, u 

have at his command all that wealth and science can do 
for man and he is yet, in certain lines, as helpless as on 
the ocean rock. Invincible law — the law of decay and 
death surrounds him still. Every pulsation of his heart 
hurries him as certainly to the grave, as gravitation brings 
the rain drops from the clouds. His eye will grow dim, 
his strength fail and his life go out. In the strength of 
youth and early manhood, the opposing forces seem too 
feeble or too slow to ever master his strength and cunning, 
but the millions of the dead and those weakening by age 
and daily dropping by the way, testify that against the 
law of physical decay and death, man is as powerless as 
he is to control the solar system. For man's physical 
nature there is a continual antagonism ; there is a contin- 
ued antagonism with the world in which he is placed. 
His very life is a process of death ; every moment the 
tissues of the body are perishing. While I now speak, 
death is making its ravages in every fibre of my system, 
and while you listen, the same fell destroyer is desolving 
by his withering touch, both the throbbing heart and 
and thinking brain. With the bravest this struggle will 
soon be over ; from this contest no one ever returns a 
victor. This outward man must perish day by day, till 
the grasshopper becomes a burden, desire fails, as we go 
to our long homes, and mourners go about the street. 

If we turn now to the intellectual nature of man, we 
find but little more to cheer us. To all outward appear- 
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ances, it shares the same fate as the body and goes out 
in darkness when the bodily functions cease. The mind 
may strengthen for a time, while the muscular system 
weakens, but this may prove nothing more than an order 
of development. The brain as the organ of thought, 
may be the last part of the body to reach maturity. We 
know that through disease of the brain, reason may tot- 
ter on its throne. Memory may be blotted out and the 
judgment weakened by age, till second childhood comes 
and the intellectual powers, to all appearances, perish as 
completely as the physical powers of the body. Nay, 
they sometimes perish, while the physical powers remain 

If we study man by the light of nature alone, with all 
the aid physical science can give, without reference to 
his moral nature and divine revelation, we must assign 
his place with the rush and flag that perish forever. His 
whole life is to us like the vapor, that appeareth for a 
little while and then vanisheth away. 

You who would escape this law, look to the mechanism 
of this universe, all moving on with its resistless energy 
— to the laws of life that leave no hope for any living be- 
ing to escape death — look to the laws of your own system 
and read in them your doom, as you hasten to the grave. 

From this gathering gloom of physical decay, we lift 
our eyes for a ray of light to pierce the darkness beyond 
the grave ; we listen for a voice to give us hope of life 
amid this universal reign of death. That voice comes 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE INWARD MAN, 13 

both from our own moral nature and from the Word of 
God, and from these alone. That light which beams 
from beyond the grave, comes alone from Him, who re- 
turned triunjphant from the power of the grave, from 
Him who liveth and was dead, who liveth ever more and 
has the keys of hell and of death. There may be those, 
who hear no voice and who see no light. They reject 
the Bible and they regard the products of the higher na- 
ture as the gathered fruit of that long process of devel- 
opement by which man has emerged from the bestial and 
savage state. But to all those who put themselves into sub- 
jection to the moral law written on the heart, and on ta- 
bles of stone by the finger of God, and to that Savior 
who returned victorious from the realm of death, there 
comes a voice from the inner man which is echoed and 
re-echoed by the Inspired Word, proclaimed by the 
Apostle as a daily experience of those in whose bodies, 
the life of Jesus is made manifest, — 

" For this cause we faint not, but though our outivard man 
perish^ yet the inward man is renewed day by day'' 

We have here the announcement made that we have a 
nature — " the inward man " — distinct from this world 
of matter, independent of it, subject to none of its acci- 
dents, narrow cycles of development, and death-produc- 
ing laws. 

This announcement we accept on the authority of the 
Word of God. We accept it on the authority of the Old 
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14 STRENGTH AND STABILITY. 

Testament, which Christ sanctioned as of divine origin. 
We accept it on the authority of the New, from the words 
of Christ and his inspired Apostles. We are not ashamed 
to confess our faith in the Bible as the Word of God and 
as the highest ground for our belief in a life distinct from 
these bodies — a life to continue when they have returned 
to dust. We accept also, gladly, the witness of the vast 
majority of the ablest and best men who have lived in 
all ages of the world. We accept the testimony of our 
own higher nature, witnessing by its powers, by its whole 
constitution, that it is fitted for a higher and an endless 
life. It is not one of the laws that bring this body to 
death and the grave that the wise man fears or that he 
regards for a moment, except as a condition for a higher 
sphere of activity than this world affords. Man is truly 
man only when he acts on principles which rise above all 
these laws and forces — principles which shall remain 
when this visible framework shall pass away. His sphere 
is a spiritual sphere, his law the law of moral action — a 
law expressing the will of a personal being, a law to which 
he is to come into sweet subjection, by the submission of 
his own will, by obedience through love of the Law-giver. 
Here is a sphere of law, of subordination of personality 
to personality, of perfect blessedness of which the inor- 
ganic world can know nothing, and of which the kingdom 
of physical life can offer but remote analogies. 
It is in this spiritual life, and in his relation to such 
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a law, that man differs from all below him. It is in 
this life and under this law that he is ultimately to find 
his permanent condition of being. It is for this eternal 
condition that this fleeting, changeful life is a time of 
preparation. And it is as a preparation season alone 
that its chief worth and only significance are found. It 
is for this preparation season alone, this condition of 
pupilage, that we are bound by these conditions imposed 
by our own physical natures and the laws and forces of 
the physical world — conditions of existence essential for 
discipline, but an insupportable burden if they were to be 
borne forever. 

When we pass to the consideration of this higher life, 
all analogies from the physical world either fail us 
entirely or they are so remote that they give but sem- 
blances of truth and are constantly liable to mislead. It 
is in our consciousness and in the revealed Word of God 
alone that the laws of our spiritual nature and of the 
spiritual world are to be learned. In one thing certainly 
we have the fullest assurance, that the analogy between 
this physical world and the spiritual will be perfect. 
That is, in our highest freedom in the spiritual world 
there will be perfect subjection to law. There will be no 
divided authority, no sovereignty independent of the 
will of God, not even the sovereignty of one's own 
self, in this wide universe, through the ages of 
eternity. The only freedom for man will be in complete, 
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willing subjection to the will of God. Even the Son 
himself, when he hath delivered up all things, shall be 
subject, that God may be all in all. The problem of this 
life is to secure such harmony with the divine plan that 
perfect obedience shall be perfect freedom. This is the 
great struggle of life — this is the war in the members. 
This the conflict that is to cease only as we emerge into 
the perfect liberty of sons of God. It is the inward man 
marred by sin, but seeking its renewal and perfection 
through the cross of Christ and the work of the Holy 
Spirit, that carries on this warfare in this world of sin, in 
these bodies that naturally war against the spiritual life. 
It is this inward man that is to be renewed in this con- 
flict, as the body weakens, and is to find itself at last in 
the perfect image of Christ, in blessed harmony, with the 
plans, purposes, and will of God. 

It is then in the consciousness of man, as well as in 
Revelation, that we find the cure for materialism, for that 
earthly view of man which makes body and spirit one, 
and subordinates man as a whole to the same law that 
controls the life and death of the rush and flag. We ac- 
cept this law of death for his body, and for all those pow- 
ers which he has as an animal, that simply link him to 
this earth. We acknowledge that though his sphere is 
broader as an animal than any on the globp, yet that his 
conditions of life are as fixed, his decay and death as 
certain, as that of the humblest plant that clothes the 
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field. But we claim for him this higher nature — a nature 
not bounded by cycles, but moving on forever with no 
weakening of powers, and no dread of death. For di- 
rect proof of this we can appeal to nothing in the whole 
physical universe. We can hardly appeal to it for an il- 
lustration, unless we liken physical life to the yearly move- 
ment of the planets around the Sun, while we liken the 
spiritual life to that mighty movement of all systems 
which may never return upon itself. We appeal in proof 
of this nature to man's own unlimited capability — to his 
yearning for continued existence, to his forebodings of 
retribution after death, to the united voice of all his 
higher powers declaring that there is a life distinct from 
that of the body. We appeal, indeed, to the analogy of 
nature which declares that man to be in keeping with the 
other works of creation, must have a sphere other than 
this earth for the full development of his powers. But 
above all, we appeal to the Bible for a clear revelation of 
such a life, and for its proofs of the resurrection of the 
dead. We would not err, not knowing the scriptures 
nor the power of God. 

The species continues on the earth subject to the same 
laws as the grass of the field. The individual dies, not 
to be blotted out as the grass that is cast into the oven, 
but to be translated to an eternal blessedness or woe. 
When the outward form of the plant perishes, there is 
for it no other life and no resurrection. But for us, though 



Digitized by 



Google 
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the outward man perish, yet may the inward man be re- 
newed day by day. While the physical nature is obe- 
dient to the laws of this natural world and moves on to 
decay and death with the certainty of fate, this inward 
man mocks at the power of the elements — it eludes the 
subtle, mighty forces that control all forms of matter. 
It gains strength as the body weakens ; it bids defiance 
to the grave and will sing its song of triumph, when the 
heavens shall be rolled together like a scroll and the earth 
and the things in it shall be burned up. 

This nature of man it is that moves the heavens — that 
makes the subject of angelic consultations, of covenants 
between the adorable persons of the God-head. " When 
I consider the heavens," — said the Psalmist, ** what is man 
that thou art mindful of him ? " As a physical being he is 
as a mote among worlds, but as an eternal spirit in the 
image of God, Suns and planets are as motes in the sun- 
beams compared with him. The planets shall grow old, 
the earth may become a barren rock, the Sun pale its 
fires and go out in darkness, but man, this image of God, 
shall enter upon his inheritance of everlasting life. As an 
actor upon this globe, he appears for a moment, brother 
of the clod — as a spiritual being, he triumphs over matter, 
and inherits a kingdom as eternal as the throne of God. 

Why should such a being regard physical law at all ? 
If he has a life which is renewed as the body perishes, 
and reaches its best conditions of activity and enjoyment 
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when the body is dropped, why should he not rise at once 
above physical law and despise the body through which 
he is allied to this lower world — in which he is bound like 
a clod, by the forces of matter ? It is because this con- 
nection with the physical universe has been ordained of 
God as a condition of preparation for that life which is 
above it. Although the life in the body is of low type, 
and in many respects different from the life which sur- 
vives it, it is hardly less worthy of our study and our care. 
It is to the soul of man like the time of germination for 
the tree ; like the larval form to the perfect insect. The 
conditions of germination and the life of the larva are 
often in complete contrast to the life of the perfected 
beings. But injury to the lower condition of develop- 
ment renders perfection in the highest impossible. The 
tree that delights us by its beauty can live only in the air 
and sunlight, but when in the form of seed its condition 
of growth was to be buried in the earth. Then it must 
have darkness to germinate — now it must have sunlight 
to carry on the processes of its higher life. And the final 
perfection of the tree cannot be reached if every con- 
dition of perfect germination is not first secured. 

So essential is this physical life of man, low and humble 
though it be, to the higher beyond it, that to give it 
honor the Son of God took not on him the nature of 
angels, but he took on him the seed of Abraham. He 
humbled himself that he might take this lower form of 
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life, subjecting himself to the physical necessity of hunger, 
thirst, weariness, pain and death, which belong to man in 
this temporary existence. " The Word became fiesh^ 

He then has failed to read his own being aright who 
fails to discover that there is for him a life beyond all ac- 
cident of this world of matter, and that he has a lower 
life held in the grasp of physical laws, and that there is 
need of perfect obedience to these laws as a condition of 
the development not only of the lower life but also of 
that higher life. 

If there is not this double life, then man is but an ani- 
mal of higher rank. If there is this double life, its recog- 
nition is the first act of a wise man. To discover the true 
relations of these two conditions of being is the great dis- 
covery of each man's life — to make the transient subservi- 
ent to the higher and enduring, is the only true wisdom. 

He that deals with the present life alone, and sees in 
that all which man can hope for, is satisfied with means 
as an end, with leaves instead of fruit, with the sensual 
pleasures of a day instead of an eternal inheritance. 
And he who, in the consciousness of a higher life, ignores 
the stern laws of this physical world, of his animal nature 
and its relations to his higher life, too often becomes the 
sport of idle speculations and wastes his strength in 
visionary schemes as useless as the wild dance of the der- 
vish, or as impossible of realization as perpetual motion. 

It is to bring out into full apprehension the fact and the 
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conditions of this double life, one fleeting and the other 
endless, that every true system of education is framed. 
Any system that aims at less than this must give but 
partial development and fail as a guiding power in life. 

He is the truly educated man who comprehends the 
possibilities of his whole being, is able to combine the 
conditions which the present world offers, to rise above 
its power into the sphere of the unseen and eternal, for 
which he was made. He gladly yields all his physical 
powers as they fail, but yields them only as they have 
passed him on to a condition where they are no longer 
needed. Such comprehension and action are the highest 
human wisdom. 

Education alone, so far as this depends upon nature, 
books, and men, cannot guide and strengthen him in this 
work to its completion. The guidance and the strength 
needed for this, needed in addition to all the appliances 
of the schools, must come from the immediate gift of 
God. It must come through the agency of His Spirit 
giving light and guidance and strength. Without this, 
the highest natural powers are but destroyers instead of 
builders and preservers. In vain do we build colleges 
and collect appliances and exhaust men by labor, if those 
educated by us are to go forth guided by the light of this 
lower world alone, content that their imperfect wisdom 
shall be their guide, and that their outward man shall 
perish while their inward'man is not renewed. As power- 
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less as the earth is to bring flowers and fruits to their per- 
fection without the light of the sun, is this physical nature 
of man to bring his higher nature to perfection without 
the regenerating, life-giving power of the Holy Spirit. 
With the right use of every power untij it perishes in its 
office work for the higher nature — by the work of the 
Holy Spirit, each one of us, each one of the human 
family, may live a true life on the earth and die a death 
that shall be but the entrance upon the perfect life of our 
higher nature — a state of unending, joyous activity. 
Those of us who have entered upon this life may join with 
the Apostle in those words of highest import to man, words 
that triumph over the decay of bodily powers, over death 
and the grave : — " but though our outward man perish^ yet 
the inward man is renewed day by day. For we hiow that 
if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved^ we have 
a building of Gody an house not made with handsy eternal in 
the heavens,** 

Upon such a life each one of you, my beloved 
FRIENDS, may enter. Some of you, I trust, have already 
done so, and to you who have not, my parting words are, 
— Begin this life to-day. You have not come to the time 
when the outward man begins to perish by the natural law 
of our physical life. We hope for you all many years of 
strength and enjoyment for the body. But do not forget 
that he whose body perishes in these sensual enjoyments, 
that do not renew the inward man, must remain a failure 
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and a prey to remorse whife the throne of God endures. 

It is because you have these physical bodies that must 
perish, and because you have a higher nature that may 
perish with the body or gain strength and glory through 
its decay and death, that I exhort you to-day. It is be- 
cause this is a universe of law, that I warn you. Its 
forces will move on without your bidding and in spite of 
your efforts. It will sweep you on like a mote upon the 
current of Niagara. It will bear you on to weakness, old 
age, and death. 

But in that current are cross streams and eddies. You 
may direct your course, though you cannot stop it. 
With you, are boundless possibiHties. If you direct your 
course aright, you need never call to the current to stop ; 
it will move you on in the line of your highest possible 
destiny. The eye and the guidance of the Great Master 
will not be wanting. And as you are borne on to the re- 
gion of physical decay, and the shadow of death gathers 
around your path, you shall know what is the might of 
that inward man that has gathered strength as the bodily 
powers have decayed. 

What each instructor has given, may aid you in this 
struggle for a higher life, or it may be like a useless 
weight upon an over-laden ship. What we have done, 
may be a blessing to you and the world, or a curse. We 
know how powerless our efforts have been, except as you 
have lent your aid in the work. We know that the germs 
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of knowledge you have, will be dormant without youi* 
fostering care, and that without moral health, they will 
become malignant growths, the destruction of their pos- 
sessor and a curse to the world, by the contagion they 
spread. 

I would that I could set before each one of you, the 
value of these bodies in their connection with the growth 
and glory of the inward man. I would have you remem- 
ber the words of the Apostle, that you are the temple of 
God, and if any man defile the temple of God, him will 
God destroy. What could be more painful than to see 
one of you, after these years for thought, for study and 
for instruction, go forth to a course of dishonesty, of 
vice and sensuality ? If you enter such a path, remem- 
ber that you are in the universe of inflexible law, in the 
universe of a Holy God, and until you can reverse the 
courses of the stars and change the faculties of your 
whole being, there is nothing before you better than an 
enjoyment lower than that of the brutes, the ruin of your 
higher nature and a wretchedness enduring and complete. 

But we look for no such folly from you. We look to 
see you a delight to your friends, an honor to us and a 
blessing to the world, giving to the good of humanity and 
the service of God, the strength of manhood, bringing 
forth fruit even to old age. As the outward man perish- 
eth, be that by the wasting of disease, or the palsying 
touch of years, may the inward man be renewed into the 
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image of Christ, until you shall come to the stature of 
perfect men in Him — 'until you shall be like Him when 
you see Him as He is. 

That you may have within you this fountain of perpet- 
ual youth and ever growing strength, you must drink of 
the waters, which He alone can give, which shall be in 
you a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 
You must, in the conflicts of life, draw near to God for 
support and come to His Holy Word for instruction. 
You must come into that filial relation to God, that you 
shall not only accept .His law as binding upon you, but 
that you shall delight in it. " But,*' says the Psalmist, 
when describing the man whose symbol is the tree of un- 
fading leaf and abundant fruit, " his delight is in the 
Law of the Lord, and in His law does he meditate day 
and night." 

That Law I commend to you to day. Not one line 
can you add to it from all the wisdom of the past or 
present ; not a line can you take from it. 

This whole Bible I commend to you as the* guide of 
life. It was written by men of like passions with us, but 
it was given by inspiration of God and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction and for instruction 
in righteousness. It is profitable for this physical and 
social life, above all the works of philosophers and re- 
formers, and the Savior it reveals is the support, the guide 
and blessed portion of the inward man. 
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Walk in the way of these commandments, accept this 
Gospel of salvation, and amid the storms and trials of 
this wicked, changing world, you shall abide in everlast- 
ing peace. You shall mount up on wings like eagles, you 
shall run and not be weary. You shall walk and not 
faint. Yea, though your outward man shall perish, the 
inward man shall he renewed day by day, until you take 
your places among the redeemed, and enter into the un- 
speakable joys of everlasting life. 

Amen. 
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HIM THAT OVERCOMETH. 



Rev. 3. ch. 21 V. To him that overcometh will 

I GRANT TO SIT WITH ME IN MY THRONE, EVEN AS I 
ALSO OVERCAME, AND AM SET DOWN WITH MY FATHER 
IN HIS THRONE. 

There is something grand in the mere element of power, 
something sublime in mighty conflicts, even among the 
forces of nature. The heaving fearth, the surging ocean, 
the thunders that shake the sky and solid ground, impress 
the mind with awe and wonder. And whenever human 
welfare is at stake, the conflict gathers interest, till in the 
region of spiritual life, the war of forces, the battles and 
victories, appeal to the deepest emotions, and arouse 
the intensest feelings known to the human heart. The 
element of power, when linked to human destiny, ap- 
peals so strongly to our feelings that we transfer even to 
inanimate agents the elements of personality. The light- 
house which mocks the thunder of the storm, while its 
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Steady light shines afar to guide the ship from the dan* 

gers of the sea, has linked to it a thousand memories of 

grateful hearts, until every stone and bolt in its sea-woril 

wall, are precious to those it has saved ; and its nightly 

lamp receives unnumbered benedictions. The good ship 

that has borne us across the deep, battling with the 

waves and the storms, is not to us mere wood and iron, 

but a proud mistress of the seas, in whose triumphs we 

rejoice, because her every triumph is safety to humail 

life, and joy to loving hearts. Whenever her name is 

spoken, we love to think of her as sweeping through the 

tempest, bearing her precious freight in safety amidst the 

wildest war of elements ; 

'* As the pulses of her iron heart 
Go beating through the storm." 

What a strange fascination, what magic power in the name 
of conqueror ! The hero of the battle field, bears ever 
after, a glory that no misdeeds can wholly dim. Alexan- 
der and Caesar and Napoleon still claim the homage of 
the world, and their names have a glory that no record of 
their ambition and reckless disregard of human rights 
and life, can ever change. They were mighty ; they 
organized and energized the enginery of war ; they an- 
nihilated armies more numerous than their own ; they 
were conquerors, and that magic word will never loose its 
power on the human ear. He that overcometh, is sure of 
the plaudits of the throng, and his glory is as the mighti- 
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ness of the conflict and the strength of the conquered 
foe. 

If we come into the field of moral conflicts, it often 
takes a generation — sometimes a century — to impress up- 
on the world, the fulness and glory of these great vic- 
^ tories that at the moment, pass for utter defeat with the 
short sighted mob — with those who judge by the false 
light of their own ignorance, prejudice and passion. But 
when the clear light of history has revealed the issues of 
the conflict in establishing right, giving power to the 
great principles of human progress and the moral govern- 
ment of God, the honor that comes to heroes in such 
conflicts, outshines all splendor of worldly renown, and 
grows brighter as the other grows dim. Moral conflicts 
belong to that kingdom which is everlasting ; earthly 
glory to the kingdoms now visible, but destined to utterly 
pass away. Even now, all that is grandest in the history 
of our race, clusters around the great triumphs of the 
moral heroes of the world — those who in defense of the 
right, breasted single handed, the fury of the mob — brav- 
ing persecutions and death itself, going down as their 
enemies thought, in utter defeat. What scene so grand 
in all the heathen world, as that of Socrates calmly dying 
as a witness to the truth ? What victories compare with 
those of the Apostles and early martyrs, who amid perse- 
cutions and death, established and spread that Gospel, 
now the only hope of the world ? In later times, what 
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victor shines with Luther battling for the ancient faith and 
open Bible ? What was the victory of Napoleon at Auster- 
litz, of Wellington at Waterloo, compared with the final 
triumph of Huss or Cranmer as they marched to the 
martyr's stake, giving their lives for all generations, con- 
querors all, — all living to day in the admiration of the 
world, still teaching and strengthening human hearts by 
their words and life, while their enemies who destroyed 
them, sufifer everlasting defeat. 

In the religious nature of man, tkere are other conflicts 
never known to the world ; battles which every man must 
fight for himself, in that strength which God alone can 
give. In this battle-field hidden from mortal eye, vic- 
tories are won, more grand than the warriors proudest 
conflict, more sublime than the philosopher's or martyr's 
death ; victories that will appear only when the great 
white throne shall be set, and the conquerors receive 
from their Captain, that crown of righteousness laid up 
for all those who fight and keep the fd,ith. 

It is as a moral and religious being, that the Bible 
ranks every true man as a warrior — declares the enemies 
he is to fight, describes the armor he is to wear, names 
the Captain he is to follow to certain victory, and pro- 
claims the glory in reserve for every conqueror. It is 
these moral conflicts that come to man As the image of 
God, from a world of sin and a heart of sin — conflicts 
through which alone he can reach the palm of victory 
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and the crown of rejoicing before the throne of the 
Lamb. It is such conflicts and the conquerors in such 
conflicts, that are referred to in the text. 

These words are found as the closing declaration in 
the last of the seven wonderful epistles addressed by 
Christ to the churches of Asia. These churches sur- 
rounded by false religions and subject to persecutions, 
had so far fallen from the standard of Christian purity 
and zeal, as to show the dangers and enemies that de- 
mand eternal vigilence from the people of God. The 
Divine Master, about to reveal that wonderful Book to 
His beloved disciple, opening to him the conflicts of His 
church and the power and glory of the invisible world, 
appears first of all in His majesty as walking among the 
golden candlesticks, emblematic of the churches, and as 
their ascended Lord. The Captain of their salvation, 
perfect through suffering, sends His words of rebuke and 
promise to the churches already planted, closing each 
epistle with trumpet tones ; yea, with a voice as the 
sound of many waters, proclaiming the blessings, the 
honors, the exaltation and glory reserved for those who 
conquer in the great spiritual warfare, through which 
every soldier of Christ must reach the rewards promised 
to him who overcometh. 

The first promise is of life, the condition of all good ; 
of everlasting life, of full return to the blessings lost in 
Eden. 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 



STRENGTH AND STABILITY, 



" To him that overcameth ivill I give to eat of the tree of 
life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God** 

The seventh and last message closes with the promise 
of our text — the heirship with Christ — and as rising above 
all, we have the nature of the conflict clearly revealed, 
*^ even as I overcame ** The conflict and the victory are 
known only through the life and death of Christ. He 
has fought the battle ; He has triumphed over every foe ; 
He is seated on His throne of glory, and they who would 
sit upon that throne must follow His steps, must bear 
with Him the cross, that they may wear with Him the 
crown. 

God was manifest in the flesh — a mystery understood 
by us only in the blessed results which the incarnation 
has brought to the world. And the eternal power and 
Godhead were so manifest at times, in the Saviour's life, 
that His truly human nature is too often forgotten in our 
contemplation of His character and estimate of His 
sufferings and death. He had power to lay down His 
life, and power to take it again. But in the conflicts of 
Christ we are to remember Him as the man of sorrows 
acquainted with grief, as the one tempted in all points like 
as we are yet without sin. We are to remember Him as 
a sojourner, like ourselves, in this world of trial, suffering 
the indifference, rejection, and treason of His chosen 
friends — the ingratitude and persecution of those He was 
ready to save ; as enduring the agony of the Garden, the 
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pain of the Cross, and the hiding of His Father's face as 
He bore the sins of the world on the tree. All this we 
are to remember — those attributes and capabilities of that 
human nature in which he is an elder brother, and in 
which alone he is the example for us to follow. 

But before this human manifestation, there was one 
other in which we have no power to follow Him, except 
as the human may humbly imitate the divine. He left 
the glory which He had with the Father, to take upon 
himself the seed of Abraham and bear the infirmities of 
that body which must suffer from weariness, hunger, 
pain, and death. We know nothing of the infinite cost 
of the covenant between the Father and the Son ; 
nothing of that compassion for a lost world, when there 
was no eye to pity and no arm to save. We know little 
of the mystery of the incarnation ; but we know that the 
Son of God humbled himself ; that He who was rich, for 
our sakes became poor. That life of sorrow and re- 
proach, and that death of agony on Calvary, both were 
accepted by the Infinite One, for the love of a fallen race 
ready to perish in its rebellion and sin. This amazing 
condescension and this union of the divine with the suf- 
fering mortal frame are beyond our comprehension, ex- 
cept as an exhibition of infinite love. We dare not 
speak of a conflict, when we hear the language, "Lo, 
I COME ! *' We adore the love, we wonder at the 
condescension, but we dare not count this act of 
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the Son of God, this decision of His own omnipotent will, 
as one of the victories that seat Him as our Lord and 
Saviour on the throne of the universe. But when he ap- 
peared as the babe of Bethlehem, when he came as our 
teacher and example, when he was in condition to suffer 
the pains of death and to endure temptation, then we can 
trace his conflicts and his victories too. 

We go with Him from the baptism in Jordan, as led by 
the Spirit, He goes up to the mount to endure tempta- 
tion — the assaults of that adversary whose kingdom He 
came to destroy. As the tempter plies his arts, promising 
as a last reward all the kingdoms of the world and the 
glory of them, — the delusive prize that had brought kings 
and conquerors in suppliance at his feet, — all these sug- 
gestions and promises were hurled back with rebuke to 
the tempter, and with honor to God and His Word : 
" Get thee hence ^ Satan ; for it is written^ * Thou shalt wor- 
ship the Lord thy Gody and Him only shalt thou serve! ** 
He alone of all the race stood victor before the tempta- 
tions that had allured and cursed the world. Among the 
hosts of heaven angels had yielded, and on earth the 
generations had worshipped the power that ministered to 
their lust. The world had been filled with pride, pre- 
sumption and ambition. They in turn had filled it with 
the wailing of the oppressed and groans of the dying, as 
armies had drenched the earth in blood to gratify the 
hate of nations and the ambition of kings. For the first 
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time since the rebellion in Eden, one had appeared who* 
rejected every allurement to sin, and free from every 
taint of selfishness, proved true to the welfare of man and 
the honor of God. Well might the tempter flee in dis- 
may. Well might the angels rush from the portals of 
heaven to behold this liew wonder, and to minister with 
love and adoration to Him who had conquered the 
deceiver and destroyer of the world. 

But that weary conflict with the sin, the unbelief, and 
the malice of the world, was next to come — that scene of 
constant labor, the midnight prayer, the instruction and 
warning in the synagogue and by the wayside. The sick 
were to be healed, the dead raised, and the poor were to 
have the Gospel preached to them, while this ministering 
Saviour was despised and rejected, not having where to 
lay His head. 

It is easy for men to do some great thing, to brave 
dangers, when the eyes of the world are upon them and 
success is sure to be followed by applause. But to give 
the days and months and years to silent, constant, unre- 
quited labor for those who return ingratitude and hate, 
who give cursing for blessing, persecution for works of 
love, rejecting every offer and every effort for their good — 
this is the conflict more terrible to the human heart than 
the terrors of the battle-field. Thousands will brave the 
thunder of the cannon, the onset of serried columns with 
all the fearful pomp of war, where one will fight this silent 
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battle of daily duty for those who scorn and hate the 
labor. It was in this silent ministry for the world that 
Jesus overcame, and left an example for every soldier of 
the cross. 

His claims were rejected by his brethren. He was the 
despised Nazarene, taunted as of low origin and un- 
learned, as a friend of publicans and sinners, as possessed 
of devils, as a traitor against government, and a blas- 
phemer of God. He encountered the scoffings of in- 
fidelity and the rage of the self-righteous Pharisees. He 
was, indeed, followed by the multitude, not because His 
miracles revealed His divine power to them, but because 
they " did eat of the loaves and were filled/* Truly " He 
was despised and rejected of men." But his infinite love 
was over them still. He was preaching to them the ever- 
lasting Gospel ; He was instructing and sending forth 
His disciples to repeat the glad tidings, commencing 
missions that will end only with the universal triumph of 
the Gospel He came to bring. He comforted mourning 
hearts, and gave joy and peace to all who believed His 
word. He preached the sermon on the mount, overturn- 
ing every selfish and cruel maxim of the world. He 
illustrated and enforced with new power the moral law, 
and stamped as divine the Hebrew Scriptures. He wept 
Over Jerusalem given over to destruction for the rejection 
and martyrdom of the prophets. He portrayed the scenes 
-of the final judgment, proclaimed the principles of that 
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last division, the rewards of the righteous and the doom 
of the wicked. He completed His mission of love, so 
that His example has challenged the admiration of the 
world. Well might He speak in words of triumph, as 
one that overcometh : " I have glorified thee on earth, I 
have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.*' 
How little did the world understand this despised 
Nazarene for whose life the bigots were even then plot- 
ting ! How little knew the wisest that He alone of the 
sons of men had manifested the glory of the invisible 
God ! How little they knew of the magnitude and glory 
of that work He had then accomplished I How grand 
and glorious that manifestation of the Godhead appears 
to-day ! How momentous the victories of that life, as we 
see their molding power on the whole history of the 
world, and know that they shall increase in influence till 
all nations shall adore the conqueror — till the power of 
that divine life shall itself conquer the world. 

But the great purpose of His life was yet to be ac- 
complished. " For this purpose,'* says St. John, " the 
Son of God was manifested that He might destroy the 
works of the devil." That triumph was to be gained, 
foretold in Eden, in the promise to the woman's seed. 
He was to redeem the world and sustain the holiness and 
justice of His Father's law. He was to bear our sins on 
the tree, and in His own strength conquer death and 
the grave. But in this glorious triumph, in wresting the 
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race from the curse of the fall and in bringing many sons 
to glory, it became needful that the Captain of our sal- 
vation be made perfect through sufferings. " He was 
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 
iniquities : the chastisement of our peace was upon Him 
and with His stripes we are healed." " The Lord laid on 
Him the iniquity of us all." These words of prophecy 
were to be fulfilled in the sufferings and death of Him 
who had humbled Himself that He might taste death for 
every man. He who knew no sin, was to agonize in the 
garden and sweat as it were great drops of blood, as the 
shadow of the cross fell upon Him. He was to be be- 
trayed by one of His disciples and arrested by His ene- 
mies, while legions of angels were ready to come for His 
deliverance. He endured the mocking of the soldiers, 
and the scourging of Pilate. He was nailed to the cross, 
there to bear our sins ; there to suffer the hidings of His 
Father's face! 

But when He agonized upon the cross, when He bowed 
His head and died, then appeared the tokens of His 
power and His triumph in the physical universe, in the 
realms of death and in the hearts of men. The earth 
quaked, the sun hid his face, the veil of the temple was 
rent, the dead arose and the centurion confessed, " truly 
this was the Son of God.** 

He must descend int6 the grave ; but only that there 
might be a more glorious manifestation of His power, a 
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triumph over the last enemy giving hope and joy to His 
children to the end of the world. The grave could not 
hold Him ; for when the appointed time came, the stone 
wai rolled from the sepulchre, the keepers became as 
dead men, and the victory was complete : 

"The rising God forsakes the tomb." 

Ip this grand drama of redemption, how perfect, how 
glorious the victory of each scene ! How luminous 
with meaning the words, ^^even as I overcame ! " 

We see the path the Savior trod. We hail Him Victor 
returning in His might from the scene of His humiliation 
to His exaltation and eternal glory. 

He was Victor on the mount, in the great temptation, 
Victor, in that life devoted to the good of the world by 
His divine works and divine example, — Victor, in the 
garden, when submitting to drink the cup. He prayed for 
His Fathers will to be done, — Victor, on the cross, pur- 
chasing redemption for the world, — Victor, in the tomb, 
coming forth from the trembling, shrinking earth in His 
own might, — Victor in all those scenes, He conquered in 
the work His Father gave Him to do, — Victor in every 
conflict with the world, with death and the powers of 
hell 

We are ready now to hear Him declare, in trumpet 
tones, that all power is given unto Him in heaven and on 
earth. We are ready to listen to His commission com- 
mitting to His church the work He had begun, promis- 
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ing His omnipresent aid to the end of the world. We 
are ready to see Him ascend to heaven to wield His Al- 
mighty power on His Father's throne : 

" Cherubic legions guard Him home 
And shout Him welcome to the skies." 

Such, MY BELOVED FRIENDS of the graduating class, is 
the divine example, I set before you to day ; such is the 
Conqueror whose steps you are to follow ; such are the 
victories which alone have the promise of the text. The 
command that comes to you from the Bible, is that you 
imitate the example and follow .the victorious march of 
the Son of God. It calls you to like conflicts and prom- 
• ises like victories and rewards. How unequal would be 
the contest were you called upon to wage it in your own 
strength ; how vain the struggle and how sad the final 
defeat ! Look abroad upon this frame-work of nature 
and compare its forces with your own puny strength. 
Stay the ocean in its power, weigh the everlasting hills, 
bind the earth in its orbit, call forth Mazaroth at your 
bidding and guide Arcturus with his sons ! In conflict 
with this world of matter, how like chaff upon the water, 
is the power of man ; and his days as a shadow that 
fleeth away ! And shall we call upon such a one to re- 
peat the triumphs of Him by whom the worlds were 
made, who upholds them by the word of His power, and 
whose throne is everlasting ? Yes, such is the command 
to every soldier of the cross. And that you may thus 
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conquer and reign, the Son of God came in the flesh, 
and gave you the promise of His Almighty aid. He who 
walked with the children in the furnace, He who said, 
"Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world," He who holds the keys of hell and death, He 
who proclaimed the words of our text from the throne of 
God, is ready to lay His Almighty hand upon you, is 
ready to sustain flesh and heart in every conflict with the 
world. He is ready in the dark valley, to comfort you. 
He is ready to call you forth with the shout of archangel 
and trump of God, to meet Him in the air. He is ready 
to set you upon His throne, and redeem before an assem- 
bled universe, every promise He has made. You may 
be conquerors and more than conquerors through Him 
who has loved you and given Himself for you. 

Here is the grand secret of the Christian's strength ; 
here is the source of all those triumphs promised in the 
Bible — ^triumphs that imply the aid of almighty power ; 
that power which Christ has promised to bring, yea to be, 
to His followers to the end of the world. 

And now as your course in this college is closed, we 
would fain see you go forth to the sure reward of glory, 
honor and eternal life. We would gladly see you con- 
querors in every conflict. Are you assured that every 
step shall be towards the final victory and the throne ? 
I rejoice to believe that not one of you goes forth as a 
disbeliever in God and a denier of your accountability 
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to Him. I believe you would laugh to scorn the man 
who should come to you with the doctrine that this world 
and your own bodies and minds were the offspring of 
blind forces. I do not fear that you will ever embrace 
such a belief. But there is danger that you shall not put 
yourselves into the right relations to this God, in whom 
you believe. Have you chosen Jesus for your Captain, 
or are you about to begin the conflict of life in your own 
might ? If you are to go out in your own strength, I 
have no example of success with which to encourage 
you — not one promise from this whole Bible for your 
comfort and support. Accept of Christ, and the universe 
cai^ not oppose your victorious march ; reject Him, and 
every star will fight against you. Accept of Him to-day, 
and in His strength gird yourselves for the battle of life ; 
for temptation, for labors, for persecutions, for pain and 
sorrow, disappointment and death. These will be your 
lot ; and as you reject or accept of Christ, will they bring 
to you defeat, shame and everlasting contempt, or crowd 
your path with victories, and raise you to the throne of 
glory promised in the text. 

If you are to conquer at all, you must overcome as He 
overcame, and in His strength. Will you thus overcome, 
on the mount of temptation ? He was led by the Spirit 
to that mount as He was ready to begin His public 
work. That mount lies in your pathway and you must 
ascend it, if you are not already upon it. You have 
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cotne to that epoch, when it is natural for you to deter- 
mine the course of your active life. The kingdoms of 
the world and the glory of them — power and riches in 
some form — will be spread before you, and you will be 
urged to join the throng who worship him who tempted 
Christ. The majority of the world believe in him to 
day as the giver of worldly good and power. And thus 
we find the governments of the world and the marts of 
trade, so crowded with secret or open shrines to him who 
claimed the worship of the Son of God. 

As you stand on this mount of decision, as the glitter- 
ing prizes unroll before you, remember they may never 
come within your grasp ; that to the majority of men, 
they are like the glories of the rainbow, which never can 
be reached — remember that those who have gathered most 
and held it longest, have found the gold but dross, and 
the power a torment ; remember that all those things at 
best are but transitory' ; that even the arches of these 
heavens must fall and the pillars of the earth be removed, 
while there is an inheritance that shall remain, when the 
heavens are rolled away and the earth is dissolved. Re- 
member the words of Christ, when these temporal glo- 
ries were offered to Him. Remember that He stands by 
your side to give the strength by which He conquered. 
And here on this mount of decision, in the presence of 
Christ and in His might, give your lives to the service of 
man and the glory of God. I care not then what your 
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business in life may be. Choose it as a means of serving 
God ; go forth to your work as the soldier marches to 
the duty assigned by his captain, and you have conquered. 
Rejoicing angels will minister to you, and the promise of 
the text will be remembered by Him who sits on the 
throne. 

When that choice is made, will you also follow your 
Leader in the daily walk of life ? The world will not be 
to you as you have fancied it in these dreams of youth. 
It is still true of men, that having eyes they see not, 
neither do they understand. You will enter upon schemes 
that promise good to the world — that will seem to you 
worthy of the support and zeal of every friend of the 
race — and the multitude will care nothing for them. 
They will pass them by with cold neglect, or count you 
as an idle dreamer. You must be content in your best 
works to receive the aid of the few ; of the one ; it may 
be of none, for a time. You must be prepared to labor 
without return, for neglect and misapprehension from 
those you are striving to benefit ; for ingratitude, even, 
from those you have aided. Your master was rejected 
by those He came to save. He was surrounded by in- 
different or doubting multitudes, so that His faithful 
ministry and His miracles of mercy had little effect on His 
generation. When His work was done, what had He ac- 
complished in the estimation of Roman ruler or Jewish 
pharisee ? You may be called like Him, to see little fruit 
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of all your labors. But it is in this silent work of daily 
duty — conflict with self and never ceasing labor for the 
good of man — that you are to win the victory of the 
good soldier. It is here that you are invited to imitate 
Christ ; and here you will daily need His guidance and 
support. This you may have according to His promise, 
alway to the end of the world. Relying upon that prom- 
ise, you can endure the disappointments and rebuffs of 
life, without yielding to indolence or distrust. Be faith- 
ful to the end, and if at last you can say with Christ, " I 
have finished the work which thou gavest me to do," your 
victory is complete. 

Why need I follow you farther to that last conflict, in 
which you will be called to suffer and not to act ? Now 
in the morning of life, that day seems in the dim, almost 
uncertain distance : but it comes with equal step to all. 
Revolving suns and every shifting scene of joy or sorrow, 
are but the certain movements that betoken its approach. 

* * * * our hearts * * * 
♦like muffled drums are beating 
Funeral marches to the grave." 

As the years pass the stars will begin to cluster along 
the records of your class, as they gather in the evening 
sky at the close of day, until your work will be done and 
the last one gathered to the dead. 

" It is appointed unto men once to die ; but after this 
the judgment." In this there is no terror to the soldier 
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soldier of Christ, for he has the assurance that he shall 
return victorious from the conflict. As you are gathered 
to the grave, as you appear before the great white throne, 
may death lose its sting and the grave its victory. 

" Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 

This song of thanksgiving is reserved for those, who, 
on the mount of decision, in the work of life, in death 
and in the resurrection, have overcome as He overcame. 
For all such, He who holds the keys of hell and death 
promises the victor's reward. 

" To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of 
life, which is in the midst -of the paradise of God" 

" He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death." 

" To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna and will give him a white stone and in the stone a 
new name written, which no man knoweth, saving he that 
receiveth it" 

" And he that overcometh and keepeth my works to the end, 
to him will I give power over the nations" * * * ^^ And 
I wilt give him the morning star" 

" He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white 
raiment and I will not blot out his name out of the book of 
life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and be- 
fore His angels" 

" Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple 
of My God, and he shall go no more out, and I will write 
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upon him the name of My God^ and the name of the city of 
My Gody which is New JeruscUem^ which cometh down out 
of heaven from My God ; and I will write upon him My 
new name'* 

"to him that OVERCOMETH will I GRANT TO SIT 
WITH ME ON MY THRONE EVEN AS I ALSO OVERCAME 
AND AM SET DOWN WITH MY FATHER ON HIS THRONE." 

These are the rewards in reserve for every soldier of 
Christ. 

To this triumph of the mount, to this life of patient 
labor, to this triumphant death and glorious resurrection, 
to this exaltation on the throne of Christ I invite ypu by 
all the promises of the Word of God. And I commend 
you to Him who redeemed you by His blood and is able 
to make you partakers of His glory in the kingdom of 
God. 

Amen. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BACCALAUREATE DISCOURSE. 
1875. 

THE LAW OF SERVICE. 



Mat. 26 ch., 26 and 27 vs. ; — but whosoever will be 

GREAT AMONG YOU LET HIM BE YOUR MINISTER ; AND 
WHOSOEVER WILL BE CHIEF AMONG YOU, LET HIM BE 
YOUR SERVANT. 

The history of our globe, is a record of strife and 
war. The conflict among the elements before the seas 
were formed or the foundations of the mountains laid, 
was but a symbol of that war of sentient beings that was 
to be ushered in by the introduction of life. From the 
day that conflict began until now, the lower and weaker 
have yielded to the powerful, giving up to them even life 
itself to gratify their destructive instincts. If we take 
our stand by the vast monuments of the buried dead, 
the deep strata that hold the annals of that long struggle 
of the races through geologic ages, we find this law of 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE LA W OF SERVICE. 



49 



the destruction of the lower for the advantage of the 
higher, graven upon those tables of stone, written there, — 
like the law on the tables of Sinai, — with the finger of God. 

If we read the daily record of the kingdoms of life, 
record of this fearful, never ceasing struggle between the 
different ranks of being, we find the lower tribes still 
yielding to the higher in the regular order of nature. 
The exceptions are few, and always strike the observer 
as opposed to the expected order and harmony of a per- 
fect creation. 

The fungus may destroy the grain, the vine and the 
forest tree, but we never contemplate its ravages with 
delight. The tiger may leap from the jungle for his 
human victim, but we feel that the fierce brute and all his 
kind should be swept from the earth, could that save his 
victim's life. That we are disturbed by these triumphs 
of the lower over the higher, only shows how permanent 
and far-reaching is the general law of the triumph of the 
highest. The higher plants as a whole, will triumph 
over and feed upon the lower ; and the fiercest beast of 
the jungle finally yields his tawny skin as p trophy lo the 
skill and power of man. 

The history of the human race, in its social and politi- 
cal relations, has been but a repetition of the strife pre- 
vailing in the brute creation, a picture more appalling 
and terrific than could be presented of mere brute life ; 
a picture of injustice and degrading oppression against 
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the great mass of humanity, for the sdfish enjoyment and 
wicked exaltation of the few. 

Take your stand among civilized or savage nations, 
and the picture is the same. Go back to the earliest, 
rudest records that can give us any history of man on 
our globe and there is in them, as in the Bible itself, a 
record of war for conquest, for plunder, for the love of 
carnage or for revenge. One race has swept another 
from the earth, and mighty rulers have appeared ready to 
subject all surrounding nations and sacrifice the strength, 
the happiness and the lives of thousands of their subjects, 
to purchase their own aggrandisement. 

What are our ancient poems but panoramas, whose 
scenes are preludes of war, the array of contending hosts, 
or the desolation of the battle field ? What are our his- 
tories and legends, but records of wars, the sacking of 
cities, and the enslavement of conquered peoples ? The 
stories of Babylon and Carthage are written in blood. 
The march of Alexander and the tramp of the Roman 
legions, crushed the weak, opposing nations as remorse- 
lessly as the avalanche and the earthquake do their de- 
stroying work. From buried cities, every brick and 
marble, after their sleep of centuries, tell of the wars 
and conquests of the builders. What are the obelisks 
and pyramids of Egypt, but monuments of the power of 
rulers who held the life and labor of their subjects as 
their own, to minister to their luxury and pride ? We 
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need not appeal to ancient history ; the world in this 
last century, yes, to-day, is witness to the despotism of 
rulers, the extortion of the powerful, the oppression and 
injustice exercised by the fortunate over the unfortunate. 
It was but the other day that the shackles were broken 
from a whole race, in our very midst. How the cannon 
thundered and the sabres flashed irom field to field of 
battle, before the hand of Lincoln was nerved to seize 
the pen and write the word " Emancipation." But the 
spirit of oppression still reigns in every land ; and the 
fact of oppression remains in spite of all the advance of 
knowledge and acknowledgement of equal rights. 

And why should there be equal rights among men ? 
Does not the history of the globe proclaim^ the victory of 
the strongest ? Why should not the law of the lower 
forms of life, continue to prevail among men, that the 
lower should labor and suffer and perish for the pleasure 
of the higher ? 

We answer this question alone from the Bible. Man 
is in the image of God. As children of God, all are of 
equal rank. And being children of the same family, the 
strong, the powerful and the learned are to succor, pro- 
tect and exalt the weak, the ignorant and the debased. 
If this truth of the equality and brother-hood of the 
race, ever dawns upon man, except from the light of 
the Bible, it comes to him not through any teachings of 
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the natural world, but through that insight which still 
remains with him as created in the image of his Father. 

We come then to a direct comparison of this world 
and man as following its impulses and teachings, with 
the spiritual world revealed in the Bible, and that higher 
nature through which he accepts the Bible as a trans- 
forming power, and in which alone, he inherits immor- 
tality. These two worlds have beautiful analogies in- 
deed, but they also have contrasts, as things temporal 
are to things eternal, as weakness and death are to un- 
wearied strength and everlasting life. 

In no comparison of these two kingdoms, is the con- 
trast greater than in the law of service. The law of 
the natural world is completely reversed in the spiritual. 
In the natural world, the lower is to give itself for the 
support of the higher. In the spiritual world, the lowest 
is to be saved and made high. In the natural world in- 
dividuality is nothing, so long as one being can take the 
place of another. In the spiritual world, the individual 
is to remain and hold his own place forever. The pro- 
gress of man is to go on, not alone, as in the animal 
kingdom, through successive generations, but through 
the elevation of the individual, at whatever age he ap- 
peared upon the earth. This exaltation of the individ- 
ual is possible, only through that immortality brought to 
light in the Bible. 

The suggestion of this immortality and the truths flow- 
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ing from it, dawned upon some of the wisest through 
the light of natural religion, from the cravings of their 
own spiritual nature. A clear light was revealed in the 
prophecies of the Old Testament ; and the rights of 
man, as a spiritual being, struggled for expression in the 
Jewish economy. But while the law of justice came by 
Moses, " Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." It re- 
mained for Him to preach the sermon on the mount, to 
put in crystal clearness the precious words of the Golden 
Rule, and to announce the grand principle of our text, 
that the measure of man's duty and service for the good 
of others, is in proportion to his power and exaltation. 

The ministry of Christ was drawing to a close. He 
was on His way to Jerusalem to offer Himself a sacrifice 
for the world. He had spbken to the disciples of His 
sufferings and death, but He had also spoken to them of 
the twelve thrones they were to sit upon and the rewards 
they were to receive in His service. They could con- 
nect these royal promises with nothing but temporal 
power, and the imagined glory of these promised king- 
doms, blinded them to the real teachings of their Mas- 
ter. 

And now James and John, two favored disciples, judge 
the time at hand when the power and rank of the fol- 
lowers of Christ are to be determined. They knew the 
world and they judged the kingdom of Christ by that. 
They eame with their mother, who had ministered to 
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Christ, that she might join them in this petition for su- 
perior places of honor and glory. But when the ten 
heard it, they were filled with indignation. They too, 
— each for himself — had been promised a throne ; and 
without doubt, were revolving plans for augmenting the 
power and glory of those thrones. They were indignant 
that these two disciples should seek to lessen their pros- 
pects, by this early petition to the dispenser of power. 

The whole twelve have now shown their readiness to 
follow the customs of the world ; a grasping for place 
and power, even at the expense of their most intimate 
friends — those as worthy as themselves. 

And now the Great Master makes a new revelation, an- 
nouncing to them the central principle of His kingdom, 
the ministration of the higher to the lower — a principle 
He was to illustrate by giving His life for the salvation of 
men. 

^*^ But Jesus called them unto Him and said, ^ ye know 
that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over them, 
and they that are great exercise authority upon them. But 
it shall not be so among you ; but whosoever will be 

GREAT AMONG YOU, LET HIM BE YOUR MINISTER, AND 
WHOSOEVER WILL BE CHIEF AMONG YOU, LET HIM BE 

YOUR SERVANT ; cvcn as the Son of Man came not to be 
ministered unto but to minister, and to give His life a ransom 
for many.' " 

Here flashed out, in a light never again to be dimmed. 
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the nature and purpose of that everlasting kingdom 
which the God of Heaven was to set up — a kingdom 
that should fill the whole earth, bringing peoples and 
nations, kings and all rulers into final subjection to 
its expanding and transforming power. Here was the 
King himself, the Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. He, to 
whom David, with prophetic vision, saw the kings of the 
earth bringing presents, and the nations in subjection, de- 
clares that He came to minister, to deliver the needy 
when He crieth, the poor also and him that hath no 
helper, to crown His work of loving ministration by 
giving His life for the world. 

A nanroir interpretation might confine these instruc- 
tions of Christ to the adiikinistration of the church ; but 
this kingdom represented by the church, is to become 
universal. Nations, communities and individuals must 
come under its sway. None are so high as to be inde- 
pendent of it, none are so humble as to be forgotten in 
its ministrations. And there is to be turning and over- 
turning until the principle of service announced in the 
text, prevails in every nation, community and heart. 
It can reach the nation only through its influence on the 
individual. First transforming the current of a single 
life, it spreads until it so far moulds the majority that it 
affects all forms of public law, finds expression in de- 
clarations of rights and constitutions of governments. 
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Then comes the greatest battle of all, to keep commu- 
nities and nations to the practice of the broad principles 
of equality and right embodied in their laws and consti- 
tutions, to save a people from abusing the blessings that 
come to them through the best forms of government and 
converting them into a curse, forging chains for their own 
enslavement. 

How goes the battle to-day ? How vast the change in 
the forms of government, in the elevation of the masses 
and the enjoyment of rights, since the promulgation of 
this perfect constitution by Christ ! It is towards the 
adoption of this constitution, that all true government 
tends. It is through the influence of the kingdom of 
Christ in the hearts of men^ that liberty and right have 
gained the place they to-day hold in the councils of the 
nations. There is hardly a government in the world that 
is not moved by the presence of this invisible kingdom, 
that permeates like leaven and weakens the stronghold 
of despotic power. And just in proportion as this in- 
visible kingdom is not represented in any government or 
powerful over it, do injustice, oppression and degradation 
prevail. 

The thrones of the Christian world are but remnants 
of that order of government, that subordinates the rights 
of the governed to the selfish greed or caprice of the 
ruler. When kings ruled through might, or by fiction of 
divine right, the people were for their glory — the people 
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bore all burdens and crimsoned thousands of battle fields, 
because their rulers would avenge an insult or conquer 
some petty province. Under the light of advancing, 
Christian civilization, the throne has become a mere sym- 
bol of authority, and may be filled by a weak and fool- 
ish monarch, while those who really hold the reins of gov- 
ernment, are men of mind and power. The sovereign of 
Great Britain may be a debased George the Fourth, or 
the model wife and mother Victoria ; but the rulers of 
the British nation, are the Palmerstons and Peels, Glad- 
stones and Disraelis, who have filled her cabinets. 

The Queen does, indeed, speak from the throne, of 
her army and navy. In royal language, " All this great 
kingdom is mine.** But as a fact, that great kingdom be- 
longs to the English people ; and if their voice were un- 
heeded, if their rights were not respected and protected 
by the government, the British throne could not stand a 
day. 

Christianity has transformed this kingly government to 
a servant of the people, leaving it only the gaudy sym- 
bols of its old despotic sway. 

But it is in our own land that this principle of govern- 
ment announced by Christ, has found full expression in 
our form of government and organic law. Its spirit 
burst forth in the opening lines of the Declaration of In- 
dependence. It molded the outline of our Constitution. 
Although the word, " God," is not found in that instru- 
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ment — although it contains a shameful concession to the 
old spirit of tyranny and oppression, it was from the first, 
the outline of a Christian document. It had in it the 
principle that would in the end, purge it of its old leaven 
and put it side by side with the " Declaration," where it 
now stands. 

Our doctrine is, that every ruler is a servant. We 
place him in power for the service of the people, and not 
for his own aggrandisement. 

By our system of public instruction, the rich educate 
the poor, that all the young may know their rights and 
have the ability to secure them. 

We open the public domain to every citizen. He has 
but to choose his home and \kx^ it forever without money 
or price. 

There is no such thing as class, in our land. Sons go 
out from the same family to till the earth, expound the 
laws, control commerce or rule the nation. But at the 
ballot box they are all equal. 

If we appeal then to the great public acts of our na- 
tion, to our Declaration and Constitution, to our tradi- 
tional estimate of rulers, our system of education and 
our distribution of public lands ; yes, more than this, if 
you consider that after a long and bloody civil war, not 
a single trator died for his treason, there appears in all 
the spirit and machinery of our government, the genius of 
the Christian religion. 
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But within the grand outline, there are dark blots that 
mar the picture. Within this system, Christian in plan, 
we tolerated the cruel oppression of a whole race. Cur- 
ruption poisons, now, the public service. Place is sought 
for purposes of ambition and gain, and is reached by 
bribery and fraud. Our Christian government, fair and 
beautiful in outline, is filled with the worst elements of 
oppression and despotic power. In fact, we have come 
as a nation, to that very point, where the great battle is 
to keep ourselves from making our blessings a curse, our 
freedom an occasion for forging chains for our own en- 
slavement. If we are to be saved, every good man with 
the spirit of Christ in his heart, must do his part to in- 
fuse into our government the spirit which its own genius 
demands. We must purify it of those remnants of 
selfishness that have enslaved and cursed the world, and 
are still struggling for power with us. Let that man 
blush with shame, who talks of the " dirty pool of poli- 
tics," while with folded hands, or in the enjoyment of 
ease, he allows foul weeds and slime to gather in the 
streams of political power, that should flow clear as the 
crystal stream of life, that proceeds from the throne of 
God and the Lamb. 

But the kingdom of Christ may show its power not 
only in organizations, but in the individual heart, bring- 
ing it into strong contrast and even into conflict with gov- 
ernments and social customs. This is foreshadowed in 
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the declaration of Christ, that He came not to send peace 
but a sword. Christ Himself, in His work for the poor, 
in the strong contrasts of His precepts and example with 
the governments and men of His time, was a perfect il- 
lustration of the principles and progress of His own 
kingdom. And His kingdom has prevailed in individual 
hearts and been illustrated by individual lives, in all ages 
of the world. The principles of this kingdom may so 
permeate the machinery of government as to secure 
blessings to men by legal provision, but it is only when 
these principles appear as a spontaneous power in the 
heart, that their beauty and strength can be clearly re- 
vealed. 

We change the line of our discussion then, from Chris- 
tian forms of government to the Christian man, wher- 
ever he may be found. What is he to do, that he may 
secure greatness in the kingdom of Christ, and inherit 
the glory which the Son has with the Father ? It would 
be an answer to say he must follow Christ, drink of the 
cup that He drank of and be baptized with the baptism 
that He was baptized with. He went about doing good. 
He died upon the cross to save men from the penalty of 
their own sins ; from sufferings and death ; the terrors 
of remorse and the wrath of an offended God. How 
that divine life stands out, radiant with a glory that at- 
tracts and transforms the world ! He sat upon no earth- 
ly throne. He led no conquering armies. He raised no 
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pyramid or temple to preserve His name. It was left to 
humble publicans and fishermen to record the simple 
story of His divine life. 

The charm and power of that life as manifested in 
works, are revealed in His answer to the disciples of 
John. They came to enquire if He were the Christ. 
His answer was an enumeration of His works. " Go and 
show John again those things which ye do hear and see. 
The blind receive their sight and the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised up and the poor have the gospel preached to them." 
These works were evidence of a new dispensation. And 
it was a life devoted to the welfare of the unfortunate, to 
the elevation and salvation of the lowly, that Christ 
offered to John as proof of His Mesiahship. 

Following that divine example, what life, what works, 
what achievement will raise us nearest to Him who now sits 
upon the throne of His glory, holding our destiny and 
the destiny of the World in His hand ? There can be 
but one answer. We must give ourselves to the service 
of the world — raise the fallen, cheer the faint, instruct 
the ignorant, succor the poor and reclaim the vicious, — 
give time and strength and money and life to elevate this 
world, to bring every heart we can reach to the highest 
enjoyment of this life and a hope of blessedness in the 
world to come. Could we gain great battles, they would 
be forgotten. Could we grasp power, another hand must 
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soon wield it. Could we gain all knowledge, that must 
fail. Could we gather gold as the sand, that must be left 
a curse, perhaps, to those we have loved. Yea, could we 
make all our glory and riches as permanent as this phys- 
ical universe, they would be lost when the elements dis- 
solve and the heavens pass away. But if we can save 
one soul from sin and death, that work will remain, — we 
shall contribute to the eternal joy of the rational uni- 
verse, we shall have a star in our crown that shall blaze 
on through eternity ; and that starry crown shall bring us 
in honor, nearest to Christ. 

" And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament^ and they tJiat turn many to righteousness^ as 
the stars for ever and ever.'* 

But the example of Christ is too high, the rewards of 
the invisible world too distant, you say, to sway the life 
of eager men. But the kingdom of Christ gives promise 
of the life that now is ; it makes sure to every man, that 
which all that is noble in man would desire. 

In proof of this, we can appeal to the whole history of 
the world. Who are the men, whose names are graven 
on the hearts of the race, but those who have ren- 
dered service and made sacrifice for the freedom, relief 
and exaltation of man ? It matters little from what time 
or from what sphere of life, we select our examples. 
From Leonidas to Washington, from the pagan Socrates 
J:o the Christian martyrs, from the great apostle of the 
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gentiles to the missionaries of the cross, who have 
traversed the globe, defying the cold of Greenland, the 
heat and pestilence of the torrid zone — the honor and 
the influence for all these for good, to-day, is in propor- 
tion to their unselfish labor for the welfare of the world. 
In all ages, the names that grow brighter while others 
fade, as the golden constellations gather brightness when 
earthly objects are veiled in darkness, are the names of 
those, who, in some form, have given themselves for the 
service of man. Every toil, every hardship, every sacri- 
fice adds new lustre to the hero's name. Thus, then, 
the universal judgment of mankind, when calmed by 
time and cleared by the light of history, accords with 
the doctrine implied in this commandment of Christ, 
that the truly great are those who have served their gen- 
eration, that the greatest of all, are those who have given 
strength and life itself for the elevation and salvation of men. 
On our college grounds, stand two monuments to com- 
memorate the names of those sons of the college, who 
have made special efforts for the freedom and elevation 
of man. One bears the names of those who gave 
their lives for the union of these states and the freedom 
of the slave. Their names will be handed down in our 
annals as martyrs in the cause of good government and 
human rights. We would not undervalue their work, for 
we love to gather around that monument and tell the 
story of the struggle in which they fell. 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 



STRENGTH AND STABILITY, 



But on that other monument, are the names of those who 
were not summoned to the battle-field, but who in the 
quiet of this secluded valley dedicated themselves not 
to their country alone, but the world, — not to the politi- 
cal rights of the enslaved, but to the salvation of the ig- 
norant and degraded in the heathen lands. In simple 
faith, these men commenced to conquer the world, — to 
conquer it by giving themselves body, soul and spirit to the 
service of the humblest of the race. And those names 
shall be known in every land, — they will grow brighter as 
the gospel enlightens the globe. 

When centuries have passed away, and the honored 
names of this Institution shall be written together, — the 
names of those who have gained power and influence and 
honor among men, — no names will be. written higher on 
the scroll, than the names of those who followed their 
divine Master in giving their lives for the world. Con- 
quering the love of wealth and power, they became min- 
isters and servants in the kingdom of Christ. Marble 
monuments will rise to their memory. Every Christian 
language of the globe will rehearse their sacrifices and 
their triumphs. Their names will be spoken in loving 
reverence by thousands redeemed through their efforts. 

Thus does the history of the world, — thus the calm 
judgment of the race, emphasize those words of Christ 
to His disciples, as He proclaimed the law of service 
in His kingdom, and offered His own life as their model. 
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Whosoever will be great among you, let him 
be your minister, and whosoever will be chief 

AMONG YOU, LET HIM BE YOUR SERVANT ; eVCTl aS the 

Son of Man came not to be ministered unto but to minister^ 
and to give His life a ransom for many. 

And now, my beloved friends of the graduating 
class, I come to you to-day, with this law of service, 
this commandment of Christ enforced by the example 
of His life and death. To this time, you have been 
working mainly for yourselves, cultivating powers and 
gathering strength, as the growing vine must first form 
wood for stock and branch, before it can yield abundant 
fruit. But now the time has come, when these powers 
and this growth are to be specially dedicated to service. 
Henceforth they and all their increase are to be used for 
your own aggrandisement, or for the good of your fellow 
men. 

You come onto the stage of action at an eventful pe- 
riod. There is no longer war in our land, but never was 
there more need of pure, fearless, self-sacrificing patriot- 
ism than now. We need to have this law of service em- 
phasized in all the politics of our land, — from the lowest 
office to the highest, — that those who are honored by the 
people are servants, and that the duty and honor of every 
ruler are in the same line — ^in pure and faithful service 
for the happiness and elevation of the people. 

There is a mighty enginery in motion for the produc- 
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tion of physical wealth. On sea and land men seize the 
Titan forces of nature and train them to service. Winds 
and waters, fire and gravitation wait obedient to the call 
of man, to multiply the products of the globe. But 
never was there need of wiser laws, of more honesty and 
benevolence, that every laborer may receive his own. 

There is a rapid advance in knowledge, but there never 
was more need of earnest labor to make the knowledge 
of the world tributary to the temporal and eternal inter- 
ests of man. 

I come to you then, with the command of Christ, as 
you go forth to your life work. Seek for glory, honor 
and immortality. Aim high ; but do not mistake world- 
ly renown for proof of rank in the kingdom of Christ. 
Gather riches, reap honors if you will ; I care not how 
rapidly you mount, nor how high you reach. But never 
deem yourselves too high to reach the lowest of your 
race — too wise or good to raise the ignorant and deprav- 
ed. The world needs pure, brave and powerful men to 
stem the tide of corruption and exalt the lowly and op- 
pressed. Do not wait until you can move with the 
masses, with the sound of trumpet and the wave of ban- 
ners ; but in the quiet walks of life, by the wayside, 
wherever there is helpless youth, depraved manhood or 
helpless age, there give counsel and strength, and all that 
you can give to elevate and save. 

It is that you may enter upon this service for the world, 
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that we have given to you, for four years, our words of 
instruction and advice. We have labored to do for you, 
just what we ask you to do for the world. 

If we have not made ourselves your servants, we have 
failed in our duty. What labor have we required of you 
that was for our advantage at the expense of your profit ? 
If we have spared ourselves in thought, in labor, in un- 
tiring devotion to your best interests, we have failed to 
obey this Law of Service, — we have lost rank in the king- 
dom of Christ. 

But this duty of service has not rested upon us alone, 
— it rests upon every young man long before he enters 
College Halls, and it rests upon him in all his college life, 
with scarcely. less weight than upon those who govern and 
instruct. The greatest aid and encouragement a College 
Faculty can have, are the students of teachable spirit and 
religious lives, who exemplify by their faithful conduct the 
precious fruit of sound instruction, as it takes root in 
earnest, pure and obedient hearts. While, therefore, we 
have labored for you, we acknowledge our indebtedness 
to all those who by example or precept, have turned, or 
tried to turn, their fellow-students from folly and sin. 

You have been admonished as few classes have, that 
" to-day " is the only time of promise, — that he who post- 
pones his work of life, till his college course is finished, 
may find the shadows of that night around him, in which 
no man can work. The stars have begun to gather in 
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your catalogue before the day of graduation. Four 
times have the leaves fallen and the flowers bloomed on 
the grave of one of your number who began the course 
with prospects as flattering and purposes as noble as any 
of you. The sods have hardly joined on another grave, 
around which you gathered as mourning class-mates. 

Who the next shall be to follow, or when the record of 
your class-life shall be finished, is known only to Him 
whose commandment I commend to you to-day as the 
guide of life. 

We might ask you to follow the bright examples of 
those, whose names are cherished by the College and 
blessed by thousands of the redeemed in earth and 
Heaven. We ask you, rather, to follow Him whom they 
followed. Enter upon that loving service which He be- 
gan, await the honor, the glory and blessedness that He 
will bestow. 

And when you enter the pearly gates, may you walk 
with multitudes of those, who have been saved from sin 
and death through your service, in obedience to Him 
who redeemed us by His blood, taught us by His life 
and who holds the Universe in His hand — Our Savior, 
our Brother, our King and our God. 

Amen. 
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THE TREE BY THE RIVERS OF WATER. 



First Ps., 3d V. : and he shall be like a tree 

PLANTED BY THE RIVERS OF WATER, THAT BRINGETH 
FORTH HIS FRUIT IN HIS SEASON, HIS LEAF ALSO SHALL 
NOT WITHER, AND WHATSOEVER HE DOETH SHALL 
PROSPER. 

There are certain conditions essential to the growth 
and perfection of every living thing. 

No care of the most skilful husbandman can cause the 
apple tree to flourish in the sands of the African desert, 
nor on the scanty frozen soil of Greenland. The hum- 
blest moss that adorns the moldering trunks and ragged 
rocks, nestles upon them because it finds there the con- 
ditions of life for which it was made. In the kingdom of 
sensitive life the same law of adaptation prevails. Every 
animal has its own conditions of life and enjoyment. The 
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fish sports beneath the waters finding there all that his 
nature demands for its full perfection, — the bird glides 
through the air, above him, in ecstasy of delight. A change 
of elements would bring suffering and death to both. 

Nor is man an exception to this law of universal sway 
in the world below him. His body, mind, and all his 
powers have their law of development ; and as a sensitive 
and rational being, he has his sphere of lawful activity 
and enjoyment. This sphere he can no more desert 
without loss of his highest development and blessedness 
than the tree can flourish in barren sand or the earth dart 
from its orbit beyond the solar system, and still enjoy 
that light -and heat from the sun which now clothe it 
with the beauty of flowers and fill it with the joyous music 
of sensitive life.. 

Within that* sphere, enjoying the conditions for which 
he was made, there is for man a completeness in rational 
enjoyment and beneficent activity of all his powers, which 
the perfection in the lower objects of nature can only 
symbolize. The full enjoyment in such a sphere, and 
the blessedness of such a perfect adaptation to the law of 
our being, the Psalmist sets forth in the striking imagery 
of the text : " He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water ^'* or by the water courses prepared by the husband- 
man to bring unfailing supplies to the vine and fig, that 
they might defy the drought and flourish more luxuriantly 
under the burning heat which would otherwise destroy 
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them. Such a tree, with leaves that never wither, build- 
ing up its trunk and adding to the strength and number 
of its branches, with its precious fruit maturing in its 
season, yielding its sweetness in rich abundance for the 
husbandman's care — such a tree in the richest garden is 
an object of beauty and delight ; but more beautiful still 
does it become by contrast with dwarfed, withered and 
fruitless trees far. removed from the fertilizing streams. 
Its conditions of growth are perfect, its development and 
fruitage meet our highest conception of its capabilities. 

It matters little what inspired author penned the words 
of our text, but we accept them as coming from David, 
"the sweet singer of Israel.*' Who is the man, that the 
prophet. King of Israel, compared to such a tree, in the 
golden numbers -of this inspired Psalm ? , He draws the 
picture with such vividness and power that every line is 
a revelation. It is no mere passive picture of the canvas, 
but like the light and shadows that fall upon our hills 
when the beauty of the sunlight and the terror of the 
thunder-cloud combine to strike the mind with awe and 
wonder. With a whole battery of negatives he declares 
what such a man cannot do, and then with one magic 
affirmation he shows both the sphere and the measure of 
his activity. 

" Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 
ungodly y nor standeth in the way of sinner s^ nor sitteth in the 
seat of the scornful. 
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" But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His 
law doth he meditate day and night** 

He it is, of whom the tree by the water courses, laden 
with fruit and with unwithered leaf, is set forth as the 
type. 'But this master painter does not stop here, for as 
a part of this wondrous picture he marks the failure of 
those who prostitute their powers to evil : " The ungodly 
are not so, but are like the chaff which the wind driveth 
away. Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the Judg- 
ment nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous** 

Nearly 3000 years have passed away since the King of 
Israel penned these words of warning and instruction. 
His city is in the hands of the Moslem, his people are 
dispersed among all nations, and no earthly monarch 
claims to be his successor. Forms of civilization have 
appeared and vanished. Empires have arisen and disap- 
peared. Science has enlarged the domain of human 
thought, dispelled ignorance, and completely reversed the 
opinions of the world on many questions of human life 
and duty. We stand in the light of a civilization broader 
and far better than any that has gone before it. When 
science and philosophy are daily offering their advice and 
directions for our best development and enjoyment, why 
need we go searching among the past centuries for the 
rhapsodies of the Jewish king, who was called from the 
sheep-cot to the throne in a barbarous age ? We go there 
for truth which has borne the test of time, as among the 
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sands of ancient rocks we search for gems and gold that 
remain unchanged when the rocks themselves are broken 
and dissolved by the passing centuries. The history of 
three thousand years and all the light of the present 
civilization but reveal more fully this central truth of the 
first Psalm, as winds and waters removing the sand and 
rubbish from the soil, reveal the gold and diamonds that 
defy the corroding elements. 

We take our stand by the Jewish King. Down through 
the ages comes the music of his harp ; and as he 
pronounces the conditions of the blessing and the curse, 
of success and failure for man, the history of every king- 
dom and of every man whose name lives in history, pro- 
claims them true. They are founded in the relations of 
man to God and his fellow men, and can no more be re- 
versed by him than gravitation can be suspended or the 
earth be turned back in its course. 

With the imagery of the text before us, we listen for 
the words of the great master delineating a perfect char- 
acter — a character worthy of the symbols, in the richness 
and perfection of its development. The first words strike 
like music on the ear : " Blessed is the man ; " the sum of 
all good concentrated into a single word. But as we lis- 
ten for the completion of the sentence there rings upon 
the ear a warning negative. With this vision of blessed- 
ness before you, there is revealed the danger and terror 
of this world of sin, which give such fearful imagery to 



Digitized by 



Google 



74 STRENGTH AND STABILITY. 

the closing lines of this wonderful Psalm. At the first 
entrance of that pathway you are so eager to tread, there 
is a pitfall — there is a foe lying in wait ready to destroy, 
ready to thrust you aside from the great prize of life, and 
make your whole being a failure and a curse. Who is 
the enemy that thus lurks for your destruction, — ^who 
would change the symbol of your life from the goodly 
tree, and allure you into those paths that shall parish ? 
Walk not in the counsel of the ungodly. If you listen 
to their counsels no goodly tree laden with fruit shall 
symbolize your life ; but you shall be like the chaff which 
'the wind driveth away. 

The ungodly are inhabitants of no distant land, con- 
fined to no past age. The warning is sounded to every 
man now — his enemies are before him, although often 
appearing as allies and friends. 

The first step of the young man is amid the enchanting 
allurements of appetite and passion. Within they are 
clamoring for indulgence, without are the counsels of the 
ungodly urging him on in a course that the world calls 
pleasure. He too often enters a path that seems bordered 
with flowers, but ending in the dens of sensuality — the 
path that leads to brutal life, if not to infamy and shame. 
Debauchery and excess write their coarse autographs up- 
on the face, in sad contrast to those growing lines of 
manly beauty which purity and temperance are wont to 
trace even to old age. Every fibre of the body feels the 
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poison, becomes transformed to brutal types or weakens 
under the weight of broken laws, and hides its wreck of 
manhood in an early grave. Pollution and degrada- 
tion change human beings to fiends in temper and to 
worse than beasts in action. Humanity shudders as 
multitudes sweep on with ribald songs and curses to the 
prison, the gallows, and to unknown graves. But there 
is, if possible, a sadder side to this terrible picture yet. 
It is where parents bowed with age bend still lower under 
that sadder, heavier burden of a child ruined by vice and 
dissipation. And yet again dishonored and wretched 
homes rise before us, where broken marriage vows, or the 
blighting curse of intemperance, have changed the type 
of Eden into a howling wilderness, bringing crime and 
suffering and shame where love and trust and joy should 
find a perpetual home. " Blessed is the man who walketh 
not in the counsel of the ungodly*' — in that counsel that 
palliates sin and leads on the young, under the plea of 
fashion and enjoyment, to reap the loathsome fruits that 
grow from sensual, wicked indulgence. 

To him who escapes this vortex of sensuality, there 
open two other pathways far more tempting to noble 
minds, — the pathways to fortune and to power. They 
are paths of honor to those who walk in them under the 
guidance of honesty and with moral self-control. Money 
and position may multiply a man's power for good a 
hundred fold. That which turns them both into a curse 
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to the man and the world, is selfishness. It lines the 
pathway of him who seeks money and power with 
the victims of oppression and wrong over whom he 
has passed in his relentless fury, leaving them to 
want, to suffering and perchance to crime and death. 
Look at the eager demoniac crowd whose only thought 
is to gather gold by robbery and fraud, and by traffic 
that brings woe and crime and death in its train ! Take 
from our marts of trade, all who gain their money by 
honest dealing and a commerce which the world demands, 
and what a multitude remain whose every gain is simple 
robbery and fraud. One grows weary and sick at heart 
in recounting the wiles of the exchange and the lines of 
dishonesty that run through the varied forms of trade. 

But the strife for power reveals the same widespread 
and fearful corruption of the public conscience. What 
a scene our country presents at every important election ! 
The grossest libels are unblu shingly published against 
opposing candidates, and the votes of boasting freemen, 
are bought and sold as sheep are bought and sold in sham- 
bles. Lying, cheating and bribery are found in almost 
every hamlet of our land, where the ballot box is open ; 
and they even enter our legislative halls. We know that 
there is political virtue in the people at large, but we can 
not shut our eyes to the corruption and wickedness of 
the mass of men who are rushing for power, nor refrain 
from uttering our word of warning to young men, who 
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are just stepping into the great arena, where the prizes 
are often borne off by those who regard neither the law 
of God nor the rights of man. Woe to the land when 
such men rule ! Woe to them in their fancied prosperity ! 
Shun those paths where men rush drunk with the love of 
money and power, hardened against the sufferings of 
those whom they have wronged. He that taketh his 
place with such, standeth in the way of sinners, — and as 
God is true, He shall not stand in the congregation of 
the righteous. 

But the negatives are not exhausted yet. There still 
remain a class more destructive in their influence upon 
the young and more unaccountable in their wickedness 
than those who give rein to their passions, or become 
hardened by the lust of gain and power. They are the 
scoRNERS. ^^ Blessed is the man who walketh not in the 
counsel of the ungodly nor standeth in the way of sinners 
nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful** — the scornful, — 
those who with cold and cruel hearts would fill the world 
with unbelief, taking away every restraint from the un- 
godly and every consolation of life from the Christian. 
They hate all goodness and scoff at all religion. They 
may care nothing for the pleasures of the appetite, — 
nothing for money or power. They may be among the 
learned and polished or the coarse and ignorant ; but 
the spirit of the scorner is ever the same. It sneers at 
all piety as weak sentimentalism or a pretense ; at all 
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religion as priestcraft ; at prayer as an absurdity ; at 
the Bible as out of date ; at every form of godliness as 
only a subject of ridicule. The scomer takes his own 
blindness and hardness of heart, as the true state of man, 
the highest product of wisdom and philosophy. And 
thus in this universe of God, where there are spiritual 
blessings and joys for man, like the dews and showers 
and sunlight upon the trees and flowers, he stands like 
the heath in the desert, that knows not when good comes. 
But, alas for the world, he stands not in his blight and 
barrenness alone ! Like the vine with poisonous dis- 
ease upon it, he scatters the destroying germs upon 
young and tender plants, till blight and death succeed to 
the promise of unwithered leaf and abundant fruit. 

But a perfect life can not be described by negations 
alone. There must be some form of intense activity, 
the condition of all good to the man himself and of all 
blessing to the world without. The form of this activity 
is graphically set forth by the Psalmist, — " But his delight 
is in the Law of the Lord, and in His law doth he meditate 
day and night'' Here we have in a single sentence and 
in positive terms, the character of the man, whose appro- 
priate symbol is the tree planted by the water courses, 
whose leaf never withers and whose fruit never fails. 
To the ungodly, the sinner and the scorner, the law of 
God brings no delight. It comes to them with all the 
terrors of Sinai. It condemns their idolatry, their pro- 
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fanity, their lust and falsehood and covetousness. 
Against all these things which they delight in, the law 
thunders its condemnation. It comes not like refreshing 
streams to the tree, but like consuming fire. There is no 
escape for the wicked from fear and torment, except in 
the philosophy of a fool, or in a brutality which destroys 
all but the most sensual, selfish enjoyment. He who 
is determined to sin must take to himself the dreariness 
and gloom of utter unbelief or the double curse of terror 
and hate towards the law of God. But he who compre- 
hends the blessed possibilities of his own being and 
would live according to the teachings of his higher nature 
— he it is who will delight in that law. He will delight in it 
as a transcript of the will of God ; as marvellous in its re- 
quirements ; as a standard of duty, perfect in all ages, to 
which not a single line can be added from all the wisdom 
of the past or present. The contemplation of such 
perfection would be a source of delight to every good 
man ; but how is that delight heightened into blessedness 
when with obedient heart, the man accepts that law as 
the governing principle of life in obedience to his Father's 
command. He reaps a never-ceasing revenue of joy 
from the love which the law requires, and is heir of those 
everlasting blessings which God has promised to those 
who keep His commandments. 

Would you know the blessedness of those who keep 
that law compared with those who break it ? I-,ook 
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abroad into the world to-day and draw the dividing line 
for yourselves. Place on the one side those who honor 
God, who revere His name, who observe the Sabbath, 
who neither kill nor steal nor commit adultery nor bear 
false witness, nor covet their neighbor's wealth ; and place 
on the other side the haters of God, the profane, and 
Sabbath-breakers, the disobedient, the murderers and 
duelists, the slanderers and envious. We need not wait 
till the great white throne is set in heaven and the judg- 
ment of the great day begins, to mark the dividing line 
between the two armies, — to see that the ungodly shall 
not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation 
of the righteous. 

In the first list are those, who like the choicest trees of 
the garden, are a delight to every beholder, and whose 
fruit gives new strength and enjoyment to the world. 

Mere human glory fades and leaves no lasting product 
to bless its possessor or the race. 

What was David's valor as a warrior and his majesty 
as a king, compared with his work as the Psalmist of Is- 
rael ? His mighty acts and kingly power would hardly 
fill a page in the great record of the world since his 
time. They have little interest or value to us. But 
David the man of God, extolling God's law, adoring His 
perfections, recounting His providences and bewailing 
his own sins, has been the guide and delight of thousands 
for these thousands of years. His songs and prayers are 
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to-day the chosen language of millions of devout spirits, 
and they have for ages brought comfort to thousands of 
suffering and despairing hearts. Three thousand years 
have only seen his fruit increase. His words will be a 
legacy to every generation while the world stands. And 
fruit like his has been borne by thousands in all ages — it 
is borne by thousands to-day. 

In the second list are found the crime and misery that 
make our world a scene of woe. From it are filled the 
prisons ; from it the gallows finds its victims ; in it wast- 
ed life, remorse and hopeless death are the common lot. 
Here, too, are found those who aspiring to be teachers 
and models for the world, have lived regardless of God, 
and have encouraged men in sin. Here has been grown 
fruit tempting to the eye, but death to the taste. Mar- 
shal before you the whole array of Atheists and disbe- 
lievers in the Bible, — bring them, their lives and all the 
books they have written, and where will you find a ray of 
comfort for a rational man ? Where grows a single cluster 
of fruit that you would desire to gather ! If you wish for 
a universe without a God, if you want a life without 
spiritual enjoyment and a grave without hope, sensual 
pleasure alone in life, and oblivion in death, go listen to 
the teachings of those whose doubting hearts have left 
them like trees with every leaf withered, and whose pre- 
cepts have brought nothing to this world but the fruit of sin. 
Sad it is to say that this is an age in which speculative 
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and practical infidelity both abound. It is an age 
abounding in men without moral convictions, — men who 
bring doubt into religion, education and all the affairs of 
life : men who think doubt is strength, while it is sapping 
the very foundations of their social, intellectual and mor- 
al life. They voluntarily stand where all life-giving light 
is shut out, and where drought and blight must destroy 
both leaf and fruit. 

But while the darkening cloud of sin rests over so 
much of the world bringing gloom and death, there is a 
way to escape from its baleful shadow. There is a place 
of eternal sunshine even in this world of darkness ; 
there is a spot where dews and showers descend, though 
drought and desolation are seen on every side. There 
is a garden, 

"Where everlasting spring abides, 
And never withering flowers." 

It is no far off land — some favored spot on earth. It is to 
be looked for in no millenial age ; nor are we compelled 
to cross the Jordan of death to find it. It may be in 
each one of us. It is found in submission to God, love 
for His commandments, and in a life devoted to His ser- 
vice. They who enter that service with loving hearts, 
who take God's holy Word as the man of their council 
and guide of life, who can join with the Psalmist, 
delighting in the Law of the Lord, they shall be like a 
tree planted by the rivers of water. 
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He who chooses this portion, shall have a blessedness 
as permanent as the throne of God, a success so high 
that no earthly failure can affect it. His life shall be a 
blessing to his own generation, his name shall be blessed 
when he is gathered to his fathers. Death itself shall 
not wither his leaf nor blight his fruit. It shall be gath- 
ered by coming generations when his name is forgotten — 
forgotten on earth, but remembered in that day when 
the redeemed shall be gathered to that blessedness at the 
right hand of God, where are joys forever more. 

My beloved friends, of the graduating class. You 
go forth into a world where law reigns — into what is 
called a world of inflexible law, and so it is. But it is 
your high prerogative to so control the forces of this 
universe, under law, as to make them your servants. 
You can not change the laws of chemical affinity, but 
by change of condition, you can tear asunder every 
compound of the rocks, and form new products with 
every element of the globe. You cannot change the 
laws of gravitation, but you can dam up the waters and 
send them plunging through the wheel that shall do for 
you the work of a thousand men ; and by the same law, 
you can cause the balloon to rise above the clouds. 
You can not stop the earth in its course, nor change its 
place in the heavens. You cannot imprison the winds 
nor cjmmand the vapors to arise from the sea to give 
rain upon the earth, but the effects of all these move- 
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ments and agencies you can modify, and to a certain 
extent, control*. You do all these things and perform the 
wonders of this age of science, because this is a universe 
of inflexible law. Weak and puny man, in this world of 
matter and force, can work wonders by the interposition 
of a personal will to vary the conditions of action. 
Every force of nature is at man's command. He rides 
upon the billows and speaks in the lightning's flash along 
the ocean's bed. All this he can do working in a world 
of inflexible law, and yet stand and deny the power or 
the will of God to work through these same laws ! If 
there is anything that fills one with sorrowful apprehen- 
sions for his race, it is the sophistries and absurdities of 
infidelity. There has never been such a system broached 
that has not, philosophically considered, contained the 
elements of its own destruction, and been stamped as 
false by the nature and daily actions of the very men 
who proposed it. Have no fears of those pyramids of 
science, falsely so called. They will crumble and dis- 
solve by their own weight. 

You go forth into this world where inflexible laws in- 
deed prevail — laws that control your animal bodies, your 
mental constitution and your moral nature. And because 
you are going into such a world, I bid you beware of 
those Who teach you that there is safety in ignoring one 
of those laws. I need not tell you that if you leap from 
a precipice you will be broken — that fire will burn and 
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poison kill. Have I any need to tell you that sloth and 
impurity and profaneness of every form are to the mind 
and highest nature of man, as fire and poison are to his 
body ? If so, it becomes both teacher and pupil to be 
ashamed of their work. 

It has been your privilege to pass through a period of 
remarkable religious activity in this college. You go 
forth, as a class, with the best impulses that can be given 
to young men, — with occasion to look back with thank- 
fulness to the closing months of your college life. If you 
are true to yourselves, you will never lose the effect of 
this moral and religious impulse which has been so 
blended with your daily, intellectual life. Under the 
providence of God, it is for you to say what shall be the 
fruitage of this seedtime of life. 

It is my desire and hope that each one of you may 
become like a tree planted by the rivers of water that 
bringeth forth his fruit in his season ; and that it shall be 
true of each one of you, that whatsoever he doeth shall 
prosper, — that every year shall find you wiser in thought, 
kinder in heart and blessing the world with more abun- 
dant fruit. 

But the tree can grow only where it is planted. The 
care of the husbandman may fail and the tree may 
wither and die for want of the water, which might be 
supplidfl from unfailing fountains. While the tree then, 
in its fruitfulness, may symbolize the blessed* man, he 
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has a power and an agency in controlling his own destiny 
of which the tree presents no type. You are free, moral 
agents. With rational powers, you are left to choose for 
yourselves. You can look abroad upon the world and 
consider the end of human action ; you can study the 
mechanism of your whole being, of the body and all the 
rational powers. You can understand the provisions 
which have been made for you, the highest beings of the 
globe. All this you can do, and then choose for your- 
selves the place you will occupy in this great garden of 
the world, where fruitful trees, and barren, blasted trunks 
abound. You may place yourselves by the side of those 
channels where peace and joy and blessedness shall flow 
to you forever, or you may stand where the end shall be 
withered leaf, blasted fruit, and death of all that is high 
and noble in your natures. You, who are created in the 
image of God, whose privilege it is to go forth to bless 
the world, and to reap blessings in return for yourselves 
abundant and sure, — you may go forth to curse the world 
and grow more wretched at every step ! You may make 
your talents and your learning a constant blessing to 
yourselves and others, or they may increase your power 
for evil and your capacity for wretchedness. What more 
painful sight than to see one of you go forth to a course 
of dishonesty, of vice and sensuality — walking in the 
counsels of the ungodly, standing in the way of* sinners 
and sitting in the seat of the scornful. If you enter such 
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a path, remember that you are in a universe of law, — of 
inflexible law, — and until you can reverse the courses of 
the stars and change the faculties of your whole beingy 
there is nothing better for you than an enjoyment lower 
than that of the brutes, ending in a wretchedness endur- 
ing and complete. 

But we look for no such folly from you. We look to 
see you a delight to your friends and a blessing to the 
world — trees bringing forth fruit in their season. And 
that you may do this, you must have the living waters 
from the great fountain and source of life and strength. 
You must draw near to God and delight in His law, — 
^^But" says the Psalmist, "^/V delight is in the law of the 
Lordy and in His law doth he meditate day and nights 
That law I commend to you to-day as perfect. It was 
given amid the thunderings of Sinai, while the hosts of 
Israel gathered around the mount. It was committed to 
the ark of the covenant and occupied the most holy place 
in the Sanctuary. Prophecies have been fulfilled, types 
and shadows have passed away, but the holy law is as 
eternal as the throne of God. It stands a marvel, the 
delight of God's people and the wonder even of infidels. 

That law I commend to you as the rule of life. And 
may you be brought into that blessed, filial relation to its 
Giver, that your obedience may be that of sons. May it 
be your happy choice to delight in that law. May it 
be to you a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
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night. Then shall you be truly blessed. Depart from it, 
and your glory will be your shame, your success an in- 
heritance of disappointment and woe. Walk in the way 
of these commandments, receive the Spirit of God into 
your hearts, and amid the storms and trials of this false, 
this changing, wicked world, you shall abide in everlast- 
ing peace. 

AMEN. 
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BACCALAUREATE DISCOURSE. 
1877. 

THE STABILITY OF NATIONS. 



Isaiah 33d. Ch., 6th v. ; — And wisdom and knowl- 
edge SHALL BE THE STABILITY OF THY TIMES AND 
STRENGTH OF SALVATION ; THE FEAR OF THE LQRD IS 
HIS TREASURE. 

There are epochs in the lives of nations and of men, 
when they are specially called upon to survey the past, 
to gather wisdom from its experience, and, under the 
instruction of its varied lessons, to mark out new lines of 
action for the future. 

Such an epoch in our national life is now upon us. 

We came to the close of the first century of our history, 
with sounds of rejoicing, with a pardonable exultation in 
the grandeur of our achievements, that well might persuade 
us to forget the errors of the past and satisfy us with the 
glory of the present, while we forgot the sublime, the fear- 
ful duties which such a national life devolves upon those, 



Digitized by 



Google 



90 STRENGTH AND STABILITY, 

who are to give energy and direction to the movements 
of the new century. 

It was well for us to listen to our most eloquent 
orators, as they recounted our triumphs on the field and 
in the cabinet. It was well for us to call the nations of 
the world together to witness the wealth of our resources 
and the progress of those arts and sciences, that are a 
blessing to the world. It was a proud day for the young 
Republic, when the mightiest monarchs of the globe not 
only sent their contributions to swell the grandeur of our 
exhibition, but sent their greetings and congratulations to 
us as a nation, for the good we had accomplished for 
mankind. 

But as the new century begins its onward sweep, the 
sounds of holiday rejoicings die away, and the solemn 
work of life once more rests upon us. With all the ex- 
perience of the past, we must array ourselves for the 
conflicts of the future. The nature of the work we now 
begin will not only give character to our own nation for 
the century to come, but the nations of the world must 
feel our influence for weal or woe more powerfully than 
they have felt it for the century past. 

Not only the American people, but all the nations of 
the earth are studying the lessons of our past century and 
peering into the uncertain future, that they may prophesy 
from-our completed history, what the second century of 
our national life shall bring to us and the world. 
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It is true, that the lesson of our history can never be 
learned without going back to the days of Puritans and 
Pilgrims, — without the picture of that stalwart, colonial 
life that made the Revolution and a Republican govern- 
ment possible. But it is also true that the form of our 
government and the character of our people to-day, as 
formed by the genius of our government for the last hun- 
dred years, are the great factors in solving the problem 
for the hundred years to come, — the great problem of 
the ages, — the power of a people to secure their highest 
political and social rights through self government. 

We hiave had our free schools and independent 
churches, our vast development of material wealth and 
our years of commercial depression and loss. 

Our territory has increased by whole empires of 
domain ; and State after State has been added to the 
constellation of the union. We have been blessed with 
long years of peace free from the burden of great stand- 
ing armies. We have endured the shock of foreign 
wars ; and last of all, we have passed through the great 
civil war of the world ; a war that tested the strength of 
our institutions, set free a nation in our midst and car- 
ried us at a single bound, through what might have been 
a century of political experience and progress. 

All this we have achieved — all this endured. And 
thus we are able to trace, as upon a single canvas, in the 
clear light of history, every line of our growth since the 
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fathers found a home on these shores, till the nation was 
born — till its century of growth numbered forty millions 
of people. 

In all this checkered career bringing in the end, so 
much good, what fact in our history stands out more 
clearly than this, that wisdom and knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord have been our stability and strength ? 
Honored statesmen have failed in council ; party spirit 
and corruption have at times weakened and endangered 
our government ; but God has been honored by our peo- 
ple, and He has appeared as plainly for our deliverance 
as when He led the chosen people by the pillar of cloud 
and of fire. 

And what greater blessing could we ask for each gen- 
eration of the coming century, tha,n to be able to address 
it in the words of our text : " Wisdom and knowledge 
shall be the stability of thy times and strength of salva- 
tion ; the fear of the Lord is his (thy) treasured 

And what other source of national stability can be 
found ? If one is possible, it must be in a despotism 
that holds all power in its iron hand, and gives stability 
because all that spirit of liberty is stamped out, that 
might seek its rights through commotion and war. Such 
a stability for a time, is possible. The world has seen 
such stable governments — with a stability that is a curse — 
that sink the governed lower and lower until all the 
finer attributes of manhood are gone, or end in anarchy 
and war, when their victims comprehend their wrongs. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE STABILITY OF NATIONS, 93 

But there is a stability that rests upon the eternal 
principles of justice and right, — on that nature which 
God implanted in man as His own image and on that 
holy law by which the moral universe is controlled ; such 
a stability as we have in the main enjoyed and by which 
we have defied the waves that have beat against us, and 
commenced the second century of our national life a 
united, free and happy people, at peace with all the 
world and with brighter hopes of peace and happiness 
for all the governed, than has any other nation on the 
globe. 

If this stability is to continue securing the precious 
interests we now possess and for which we hope, wisdom 
and knowledge and the fear of the Lord, must be the 
inheritance of the coming generations, as they were the 
cherished possessions of those who so wisely laid the 
foundations of this republic. 

And what are these elements named in our text, with- 
out which neither nations nor individuals can build with 
hope of stability ? 

Wisdom is the choice of worthy ends and of worthy 
means to secure such ends. It belongs to man as active, 
as under law and conforming to that law. As expressed 
in action, it is the right activity of man's highest powers 
under the laws which God has ordained for man's own 
nature and the world in which he lives. 

Knowledge gives the materials, and, in a certain sense. 
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the skill to complete the works which wisdom has devised. 
Knowledge is the lamp that gives light in the journey of 
life, while wisdom directs the step and guides the hand. 

Wisdom finds expression in words, in proverbs and 
maxims. It declares what ought to be in act and what 
will be in result, under the natural and moral government 
of God. Knowledge is expressed in formulas and rules 
and array of facts. It tells what has been and what is. 
Wisdom listens to the story which knowledge has to tell, 
and then moves on to make more records for knowledge 
to gather up into its garnered stores. 

The wise man never despises knowledge and never trusts 
a man as leader, simply because he has knowledge. The 
learned man may be a marvel of folly. It is when wis- 
dom guides the work and knowledge furnishes every 
needed material, that the building goes up with every 
element of strength and beauty. 

From a merely human view of the elements of success, 
wisdom and knowledge would be all that men or nations 
would need to secure their highest good. But neither men 
nor nations can stand or move in their own strength. 
They are in the universe of God, where amid forces and 
laws, there appears the personal will of Him from whom 
all forces flow, and by whom all laws are ordained. The 
Almighty, Personal God is ruler, and men and nations 
and all their works are in His hands, and stand, or 
crumble and fall, as He wills. He who omits the great 
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factor of the government of God, in the affairs of men 
and nations, is like him who would build with wood and 
stone and forget the power of gravitation that may de- 
stroy his building by the very weight of the materials 
with which he builds. There have been structures 
devised that were crushed by their own weight^; and a 
mass of broken rubbish has been the proof of their 
builder's folly. And he who fails to conform to the laws 
which God has established in the moral world, fails as 
surely as he who builds walls of brick or stone regardless 
of cohesion or gravitation ! Wisdom and knowledge 
must go hand in hand with him who would move on to 
the accomplishment of his plans in this world of force 
and matter. They are the chosen guides of him who 
would rise to grand achievements amid the higher forces 
of spiritual life. Wisdom demands knowledge that its 
plans may appear in realized perfection, and wisdom 
itself, implies the fear of the Lord, when used in its 
highest sense, as an element of stability in the affairs of 
men. Well does the Bible exalt these three elements as 
essential to all stability. Like the triple suns which our 
telescopes reveal, they must move on together ; they are 
the controling power and guiding light of every success- 
ful builder in the universe of God. 

Shall these elements control the coming century of our 
national life and give such stability that each succeeding 
generation shall enjoy more abundant fruits of good 
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government and happy living than the generations that 
have gone before it ? 

If we are to have wisdom in our national councils, — 
those counsels that reflect the will and character of our 
people, — the beginning of that wisdom must be where 
the Bible places it, in the fear of the Lord. And the 
relation of the American nation to-day, and of every 
individual in that nation, to the Law of God, is the only 
ground of hope we have of the prevalence of that 
wisdom that shall prove an element of stability in the 
years to come. And the stability of these living forces 
referred to in the text, is all we need to give pro- 
mise of that growth and progress in all the elements 
of national power at home and influence among the 
nations of the world, that may be described most fit- 
tingly in the language of our text as the " strength of sal- 
vation." No other nation has now such elements to 
become a blessing or a curse. No other nation, probably, 
has such territory and such natural resources as the foun- 
dation of a great empire. In no other, is there greater 
mental activity. In no other, is there the same sphere 
for individual effort. In no other, is there so much to 
hope for, and so much to fear. If wisdom and knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord prevail, there is no limit that 
we can now assign to the blessings that may be enjoyed 
by our people at the close of the present century, or of 
the blessings that may have flowed out from us to the 
K)ther nations of the world. 
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What are the signs that our government will become 
more stable by its growth, through the inter-action of 
these living forces of the political and moral life of men, 
as the oak becomes more stable by the living changes 
that deepen its roots, enlarge its trunk and strengthen its 
branches, as the years roll on ? We rejoice to answer 
that, in spite of the ignorance that prevails, the corrup- 
tion. Sabbath-breaking and profanity that abound, there 
are still wonderful tokens for good, which it is as unwise 
as it is ungrateful towards God, to ignore. There is 
promise in the very genius of ou^: government, which can 
live only in the virtues of the people. There is promise 
in the wise provision for universal education, and above 
all, does this promise appear in the Christian zeal and 
reverent spirit of our people. There is promise of sta- 
bility and strength of salvation, because the people look 
for them in the favor and blessing of Him who holds 
men and nations in His hands. 

When our national exhibition was closed on the Sab- 
bath, by a vote of more than three to one, and the brave 
soldier, its President, declared that he did not dare to 
open it upon the Lord's-day, there was an act performed 
that showed the faith of our people in the moral government 
of God, an act, that we believe He will accept. When 
our rulers call upon all the people from year to year, to 
acknowledge God as the giver and disposer of all things, 
we rejoice in this evidence of reverence for God in both 
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ruler and people, — this element of wisdom in our nation, 
— this token of the stability of coming times. But more 
than this, when we count the thousands of spires that 
point heavenward in our land, and remember the great 
multitude of devout worshipers who accept the Word of 
God, honor His Sabbaths and rejoice in His moral 
government, — when we join to these the great army who 
are laboring for the spread of the Gospel in this and in 
foreign lands, — when we remember that wave of deep 
religious conviction that has this year swept over our land, 
bringing strength to the churches and weakening the 
strongholds of unbelief, we feel strong in the Lord. This 
fear and reverence for God is the treasure of our nation, 
— more precious than the gold and silver which are 
gathered like stones for abundance, — more precious than 
the blood of our heros poured out for our defense. 
For ourselves, remembering the great deliverence which 
God has wrought in our behalf, we can echo back the 
song that was sung of old in Judah, — " We have a stroftg 
city^ salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks ^ 

When we see this wisdom, that is born of God, 
seeking knowledge, not only by planting the school- 
house, but by founding the Christian Seminary and 
College, — opening the highest avenues of learning to the 
poorest in our land, we feel that the gracious prophecy 
proclaimed in our text will be fulfilled for every genera- 
tion of the coming century of our national life. 
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" And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy 
times and strength of salvation ; the fear of the Lord is thy 
Treasured 

But the nation may be unshaken, may abide in peace 
and prosperity, while millions of its subjects rejecting 
the conditions of stability, may labor for naught, be 
tossed by commotions and perish like the fool. 

Wisdom and knowledge, and they alone, are the sta- 
bility of men as they are of the times of a nation. There 
can be no stability to a nation, except through the men 
who compose or control it. But there is a grandeur in 
the stability of the individual man, who is linked to God, 
which he cannot impart to the nation to which he belongs. 
The grandest object in the created universe, is such a 
man, in the possibilities of his nature, in the image of 
God which he bears, in the endless life of which he is 
heir. When nations have disappeared from the earth, 
when the heavens have passed away and the elements 
have dissolved, he shall remain ; he shall share that un- 
shaken, eternal throne, where victorious, the Son of God 
forever reigns. What is the influence to-day of the 
proudest nation of ancient times, of Babylon, of Nine- 
veh, in its collective capacity, compared with the influence 
of Abraham, of Moses, of Isaiah or Paul ? The influence 
of either of these servants of God has been greater in 
the world than that of the proudest nations of their 
times, and their power will increase until the whole world 
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has been molded into the same life that appeared in 
them: Their stability of influence has been like the 
onward movement of the starry hosts, that hold their 
places and all their systems of worlds unchanged, in 
the vast orbs through which they sweep. 

But this stability of the individual man may appear 
here, and now. In every walk of life, are found men 
who sustained by faith and trust in God, are unshaken 
in trial, temptation, persecution and death. They have 
that stability which manifests itself in the conquering 
activity and triumph of those divine powers, through 
which the image of God appears in man — that stability 
that has its source in Him, who holds the universe in His 
hand. " They mount up on wings as eagles, they run 
and are not weary, they walk and are not faint." They 
trust in the Lord forever, and in the Lord Jehovah find 
everlasting strength. 

In what sad contrast to this stability of those who are 
guided by wisdom, knowledge and the fear of God, are 
the plans and the portion of the wicked. The Bible 
exhausts the power of language in describing the weak- 
ness and utter failure of those, who forget God and trust 
in their own wisdom and strength. Neither they nor 
their works shall stand. Their own folly and the curse 
of God bring their plans to naught, and they and their 
works are swept away and forgotten, or are remembered 
as a reproach to themselves and a warning to the world. 
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^^ For they shall soon be cut down like the grass and 
wither like the green herb" 

^^ I have seen the wicked in great power , and spreading 
himself like a green bay-tree^ yet he pcLssed away^ and lOy he 
was not J yea^ I sought him^ but he could not be found** 
While David exaltSu God as his rock and his salvation, of 
the wicked he says, " As a bowing wall shall ye be^ and as 
a tottering fenced And the wise man declares, " The 
name of the wicked shall rot" But the stability and 
strength of the wise man in contrast with the instability 
and ruin that overtake the fool in his wickedness, are 
most vividly portrayed by our Savior Himself. 

" Therefore, whosoei^er heareth these sayings of mine and 
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built 
his house upon a rock. And the rain descended and the 
floods came and the winds blew and beat upon that house, and 
it fell not ; for it was founded upon a rock" 

^^ And every one that heareth these sayings of mine and 
doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man which 
built his house upon the sand: And the rain descended and 
the floods came and the winds blew and beat upon that house 
and it fell: and great wc^ the fall of it" 

If we recount the names of those men whose record 
is an honor to themselves and a blessing to the world, 
these three elements of stability and strength given in 
our text, are seen mingling in every grand outline of 
their character. If we look to those whose course has 
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been like that of wandering stars, — ^whose symbols of 
instability are the raging waves of the sea foaming out 
their own shame, — to those whose waste of talents and 
blight of early hopes make such sad pictures in the 
memory of every man of mature age, we shall find that 
the fatal weakness that hastened their destruction, was 
that folly which fills the hearts of those who forget God 
and ignore His laws. In all the sad failures of , College 
life, folly and wickedness, or rather the folly of wicked- 
ness, is all that needs to be written as the condensed 
history of the case. In no place is made more apparent 
the weakness of talents, when depending for their 
strength on the fitful, conflicting forces of appetites and 
passions. No where, than among College graduates, 
is seen more plainly, the utter uselessness of learning 
without wisdom, and the certainty that wisdom and 
wickedness never dwell together. The cunning and craft 
which the wicked substitute for wisdom and knowledge, 
are their folly in the beginning, their shame and defeat 
in the end. The fear of the Lord, which comes to them 
through the revealings of a guilty conscience, gives 
weakness, indecision and terror instead of stability and 
strength. 

There can no good appear in any nation, that does not 
appear in the men who are its molding and directing forces. 
The stability of our times, must come from the three 
grand elements of power we have mentioned, inwrought 
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into the character of those who are to control affairs. 
And these elements do not spring into being without 
cause and in the day when they are needed. Wisdom 
says, " / love them that lotfe me^ and those that seek me early 
shall find me y The greatest of all folly is for a man to 
play the fool from day to day, and suppose he can play 
the part of the wise man at will. Does he not know the 
weakening, blinding power of sin ? Does he not know 
that law which God has written in his whole being, that 
when he perverts his nature, physical and moral weak- 
ness and disease and death are the result ? Does he not 
know that for such there must be shame and everlasting 
contempt under the righteous government of God ? 

Nothing but the sad history of the world — the repeti- 
tion of the same folly from generation to generation, 
could persuade us that rational beings would shut their 
eyes to the evils that lie in their path or rush on supposing 
they are to abide in strength, where thousands stronger 
than they have labored for nought or perished beneath 
the ruins of their own works. Fortunes that seemed to 
be insured by all the safeguards of caution and experience 
have vanished like the morning mists ; reputations that 
seemed like the oak in its enduring beauty, have withered 
like the grass ; political power that was strengthened by 
all the interests of partisanship and hidden influences 
which political craft knows how to secure, has been lost 
in a day, — a morning of brightness and promise, has been 
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quickly followed by clouds of darkness and destroying 
storms. Places of high trust and honor have been left 
in shame and sorrow and ruin, by those who forgot the 
laws that were written on tables of stone by the finger of 
God. Men who thought themselves too strong for 
punishment to reach them, are fugitives from justice or 
are grasped by the iron power of law. And those who 
still flourish are like the wicked that the Psalmist saw. 
The time shall come when they and their works shall not 
be found. 

What though apparent success may follow a man to 
the day of his death, who can tell of the visions that 
pass through the dying brain of him whose success has 
been achieved by fraud ? How the delusions of a life- 
time must be dispelled in the clear light that surrounds 
the judgment seat ! 

God, in His judgments, is teaching us now, as He has 
been teaching the world all along the ages, that wisdom 
and knowledge and the fear of the Lord are the only 
elements of stability and strength. But because wicked- 
ness succeeds for a season, men follow its ways. Will 
financial losses teach men the principles of honest trade ? 
Will the ruin and shame of public men be any warning to 
those who are stepping into their places ? Will the fear 
of God restrain men from those sins that destroy man 
and endanger the prosperity and stability of the coming 
years ? No specious theories of social reform, no watch- 
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words nor platforms of parties, will give us any strength 
or life as a nation. These are the means by which corrupt 
men ride into power, only to trample on their promises 
and enact anew the old record of partisan injustice and 
individual selfishness. As individuals and as a nation, 
we must have something more binding than declarations 
of rights and constitutions, — ^we must have a knowledge 
of the law of God, and a sense of responsibility to Him. 
As individuals and as a nation, we are under the govern- 
ment of God. There is no folly like ignoring that 
government, no instability like that which comes from 
encounters with the forces that are hurled by God him- 
self against wicked nations and wicked men. There is 
no wisdom like that which brings men and nations into 
harmony with the laws and purposes of God ; there is 
no stability like that which comes from the upholding 
hand of Him who set the pillars of the earth and holds 
the stars of heaven in their place. 

If now, we would secure that stability for our nation, 
which is the condition of national prosperity and exalta- 
tion, that stability in the character of our people which 
shall make them unmoved as the hills, amid the storms 
and trials of life, we must cultivate in God's appointed 
way, these living elements of stability and strength, which 
have been tested in all the history of the world. 

And how shall a man grow in wisdom ? Plainly by 
seeking to comprehend the law of God and the nature of 
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His plans in the government of the world. If wisdom 
is the choice of right ends and right means, both ends 
and means must be those revealed by God Himself, in 
the things that are made. And if man would move in 
harmony with the natural and moral government of God, 
how needful for him to understand what is, and what has 
been the result of action in the history of the past. 
How needful to understand the laws of this physical 
universe, that man may wisely choose and combine its 
agencies so that all the forces of nature shall be the servants 
of his will. No less needful is it for man to know the 
laws of mind and spirit, if he would have the forces of 
the spiritual kingdom of God arrayed on his side. And 
who will secure all this knowledge, — this light through 
which wisdom moves on to the accomplishment of its 
plans, — but he who with the spirit of a child, draws 
near to God in filial fear and love ? Knowledge, wisdom 
and the fear of the Lord are perfect, as elements of 
stability and strength, only when united into one living 
whole, as the body, mind and spirit were joined in the 
perfect man, as he came from the hand of God. 

These elements of stability, as they appear in results, 
are seen in the sanctity of the Sabbath day, in reverence 
for the word of God, and in the opening of the school, 
the seminary and the college for the promotion of Chris- 
tian culture. 

The voices that come to us from the past, — the rapid 
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march of history in our day, and the revelation of God, 
as given by Him amid the thunders of Sinai, by prophet 
and Psalmist, and in the divine accents of the Sermon on 
the Mount, all proclaim that the fear of the Lord is the be- 
ginning of wisdom, and that in the knowledge of His laws, 
are wisdom and everlasting strength. Never before in 
the history of the world, was there open before the young, 
a field of labor promising such abundant rewards, worthy 
of the highest ambition of rational beings, as now opens 
before those who have the wisdom to accept the Laws of 
God as the guide of life. 

Is it too much to hope that the beginning of this new 
century, with all its lessons from the past and its promises 
for the future, will prove a successful monitor and 
preacher to all the rising generation at least, so that those 
who are now stepping into active life and those prepar- 
ing for it, shall accept as the guide of their lives, this 
truth implied in the text that wisdom and knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord, are the stability of a nation and the 
glory of man ? 

Is it too much to hope that all the people, as the new 
century opens will rise to a higher plane of action in the 
common business of the world and in all the duties that 
pertain to our national life ? Is it too much to hope 
that before another century rolls away, the nations of the 
world will find their strength not in armies and navies, 
in war and carnage, — but in wisdom and knowledge and 



Digitized by 



Google 



Io8 STRENGTH AND STABILITY, 

fear of the Lord, — yea, that the " earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea ? " 

My beloved friends of the graduating class, — 
this is to you an epoch in your life, as it is an important 
period in our national history and in the progress of the 
world. 

Your course of general education, under the guidance 
and control of teachers, is now completed. Henceforth, 
you enter upon the greater work of self improvement 
under your own control. Those, who have been most 
faithful here, best understand to-day, the defects of their 
past work and the boundless field that now opens before 
them. Those who have yielded most fully and loyally to 
the requirements of college life, — requirements that tend 
to produce order and precision and industr}' in the work 
of life, — will soon understand, if they do not already, 
how light these college requirements are, compared with 
those that every man must impose upon himself, if he 
would accomplish in the world, that which he ought to 
accomplish, — which his powers rightly trained will enable 
him to accomplish. It is because you are to take your 
destiny into your own hands more fully than you have 
ever yet done, that this day is to many of you the most 
solemn Sabbath of your life. Your future, — its happi- 
ness or misery, its usefulness or ruin, — will depend upon 
the paths you henceforth pursue. As I consider the 
possibilities of each individual life, and look forward to 
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the grand possibilities for this whole class, for the next 
fifty years, what can I say that shall direct and strengthen 
and quicken you for the battle of life, that you may war 
a good warfare ? As the decades of your graduation 
pass away, your numbers will grow smaller, while the 
stars cluster closer and closer, marking name after name, 
as one after another weakens in the way and leaves to 
the world the record and influence of his life. But while 
only a few of you can hope to gather here, when fifty 
years have passed, — and they with the work of life well 
nigh done, — the men whom you shall train and influence, 
will be in active life when the present century shall come 
to its close. In nineteen hundred and seventy six, 
there will be men living whose daily words and acts will 
be directly guided by the influence which you have per- 
sonally exerted upon them. Your words will be quoted 
and your example urged as another century begins, by 
those who have listened to your words and have seen the 
example of your lives. As I think of you, then — of the 
thousands you are to affect — of the temporal and the 
eternal interests committed to your keeping, I would fain 
say something to give you guidance and strength, that 
you may be a blessing to the century with which you 
begin your active life, — that your influence may appear 
for good, when your names are forgotten in the centuries 
to come. Can I do better than to ask for each one of 
you, personally, that the promise of the text shall be 
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made good to him, and that he shall become imbued 
with its spirit-rand that he shall do his part to make 
this promise good for the generations of this whole 
century, with which God has in His providence, linked 
your lives ? May wisdom and knowledge be the elements 
of your stability, and the fear of the Lord be your 
treasure. When we look to you as agencies of good, we 
know that you must have a character molded and forti- 
fied by these principles of order, beauty and strength, 
before you can impress these elements of character upon 
the world. For your own personal good, and for the 
good of the world into which you now pass, we pray for 
your upbuilding and spiritual perfection through the 
means here indicated, — through wisdom and knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord, — as the only sure agency in 
securing the highest individual and social well being. 

And now I desire for a moment to turn your thoughts 
from yourselves, to the work you are to do for the world. 
I trust that your thoughts go out to-day, from the narrow 
and selfish vision of your personal success in securing 
wealth and fame, to that higher plane of man's activity, 
the elevation of mankind through a knowledge of, and 
obedience to, all the laws which God has revealed in His 
works and His Word. 

While you are to do your part in giving character to 
the times, the times will re-act upon you. Your happi- 
ness in this world is largely in the keeping of your fellow 
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men. The government under which you live, the customs 
of society and public opinion may all conspire to secure 
the result you desire to accomplish, or they may in part, 
or wholly, present themselves as antagonistic to your 
chosen work. You must do your part to mold aright the 
agencies that are to re-act upon you, and those around 
you. And first, in regard to Government ; do not forget 
that you are citizens, and as such have high and holy 
duties, and that the interests of all these millions of 
people gathered from the nations of the earth, are linked 
in with this government ; that if ignorance and folly and 
infidelity rule in our national affairs, there is but one 
result possible, a result that will be reached long before 
your life work is accomplished ; that is anarchy, corrup- 
tion and ruin — the loss of all that has been our glory and 
blessing as a nation, thus far. I charge you, therefore, 
to do your part as citizens of this Republic, to defeat 
dishonesty and corruption, to exalt honesty and right- 
eous law — law that protects liberty, and scourges into its 
hiding place, every form of vice that debases the body 
and stains the soul. And that you may do this success- 
fully, you must set your faces as a flint against those social 
customs, that tend to vice. We cannot expect vices to 
be corrected in the hovel and saloon, when they are 
tolerated — nay considered the fashionable accomplish- 
ment in the parlors of the wealthy and refined. The 
true moral test for any custom of society is this : Does 
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it tend to elevate and refine, or is it something that the 
wicked naturally adopt, and against which the best men 
have constantly to struggle ? The times demand a class 
of men as leaders, who believe in religion, in responsi- 
bility to God, and who have such mental resources as to 
have no need of the wine cup or card table in order to 
pass away the time rightfully given to social enjoyment. 
It is for you to say, as you now go forth, whether you 
will enroll yourselves with those who oppose the evil 
tendencies of the times, or join with those, who under 
the easy allurements of an aimless social life, float through 
the world, leaving no impression upon it at all, or one 
that quickens its progress towards weakness and decay. 

As you go forth then, I call upon you once more, in 
this public manner, to remember your individual respon- 
sibility to God, — your responsibility for the improvement 
of all your powers, so that you may enjoy what God has 
here provided for you, — your responsibilities to Him for 
influence upon the men of your generation, that they may 
individually and socially, reach the highest good that 
can come through government and social relations, — and 
finally remember your responsibility to God for that 
service which is directly due to Him. He is to be your 
God, and you are to give yourselves to Him as your 
Creator and Father and everlasting portion. His Sab- 
bath, His Word, His house. His worship are to be your 
delight, because He has given them to be such ; and 
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until they become such to you, you are like stars wander- 
ing in the blackness of darkness — which may be forever ? 
Accept of God as your portion, as the hope of your 
nation and of your times ; yea, the hope of the world 
for all times. And when you have seen His blessings in 
all the days of your life, when the days of weakness 
come, may the everlasting arms be placed beneath you, 
and the glories of the New Jerusalem dawn upon you, 
while thousands on earth, speak with joy and gladness of 
your words and works, that shall be for the strength of 
succeeding generations, until the kingdoms of this world 
and the glory of them, shall be given to Christ, and you 
shall be made partakers of His glory, in that kingdom 
which is eternal in the heavens. 

AMEN. 
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